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When I was in grade school living in Pusan, | had the honor of meeting the Honorable Dixie
Walker who was then the United States Ambassador to Korea. Ambassador and Mrs.
Walker's willingness to embrace people of different cultures made an impression on me and
I admired their down-to-earth approach at international relations. I can still vividly recall
Ambassador Walker asking guests from all different backgrounds to join hands and leading
them in several renditions of Korean folk songs. By the end of the evening, everyone was
laughing and having a great time,

In this way, I learned the value of “people to people™ contact in promoting mutual
understanding and appreciation of diversity. In fact, this incident had such an effect on me
that my childhood dream was to some day become U. 5. Ambassador to Japan!

Childhood aspirations aside, I believe the Japan-America Student Conference (JASC)
provides such an opportunity for its participants. On JASC, each delegate serves as a

“mini-ambassador” of his or her country, not just in the academic atmosphere of guest
lectures or student presentations, but in real-life situations as well. “JASCers” not only
room together with representatives from the opposite delegations, we exchange ideas over
meals three times a day, and, in some cases, even share conversations while relaxing in a
Japanese-style community bath.

A great deal can be gained through dealing with people on a daily-life basis. Not only does
JASC provide an opportunity to gain insight into the culture and ways of thinking of
members of the other delegation, it allows one to learn more about fellow citizens of different
opinions and backgrounds as well as forces oneself to reflect on one's own ideas. For these
reasons I strongly feel that the intensity of the one-month living experience is one of JASC'
s most unique and valuable assets.

Perhaps the most memorable experience of the 45th Conference for me was our visit
Nagasaki. Having never visited the Peace Memorial in Hiroshima-city despite spending
many summer vacations there and having lost a grandfather who experienced the devastation
of the atomic bomb first hand a few weeks before the beginning of the Conference, I endured
our early-morning bus ride into Nagasaki with mixed emotions. Once we reached the
beautiful city, however, I was filled with a feeling of familiarity. Watching war films and
speaking with the survivors of the atomic bomb were painful vet highly educational experi-
ences. The War and Peace Forum proved especially meaningful in the city of Nagasaki.

The highlight of my trip to Nagasaki was our encounter with Mayor Motoshima. His

determination to continue speaking his mind publicly about sensitive issues such as war
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responsibility, despite having his life threatened and even being shot at by right wing radicals,
was an inspiration to us all.

In closing, on behalf of the 45th delegation, | would like to express our deepest apprecia-
tion for all of the individuals, corporations, and organizations that help make the JASC
dream a reality. Not only has JASC awarded us with leadership experience and personal
growth, but everlasting friendships as well. These friendships are the bases for the multi-
cultural understanding that will become essential as the world becomes smaller and more
interdependent. As talk of a trade war and other political, economic, and social tension rises,
people-to-people relationships fostered through experiences like JASC will become increas-

ingly important. Thank you very much for your continued support.

Sincerely yours,

Kathleen Coble

Chair, 45th American Executive Committee
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COMMENTS OF AN OBSERVER

In 30 days, I shed a pound of flesh and the treads on my walking shoes. [ also, at times,
shed 40 vyears or so as | mingled and meandered, toted and talked in a lively —let me say
exuberant—group of 78 American and Japanese university students exploring plans and
propositions keyed to the elusive theme of global harmony. By the end, | knew one certainty:
there was to be no end, “Something,” in William Faulkner's words about Japan, “supple,
sturdy and enduring,” was in the process of being forged among these participants that
would long outlast the final bus, train or flight connections. The JASC experience is a
Conference, of course, a forum for exchanges of ideas, the baring of attitudes and mindsets,
larded by the interventions of an earlier generation of experienced professionals. But what
has also counted during this past month are the post-plenary, often late at night spinoffs, the
smaller group encounters, where national origins and gender and other badges became
blurred and new identities took hold as individuals, where the “us” andthe “them” evolved
more often towards the “we.” Amidst the hilingual clamor and chatter, I heard a noise of

truth and sensibility emerging, much of it articulated in these pages. | commend them to you.

JACK H. SHELLENBERGER
President, JASC Inc.
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July 14, 1993

I am pleased to extend greetings to all the participants of this vear’s Japan-America
Student Conference.

When [ was a young student of foreign studies, I gained an invaluable perspective on our
diverse world——a perspective that has benefitted me throughout my life. Your experience
in this important program will give you an opportunity to gain insight into each other’s
cultures, practices, and beliefs, and will also give vou insight into your own nation.

During my recent visit to Japan, | was impressed by how much our two nations have in
common. I strongly believe in the value of human contact in building relationships. The future
success of the United States and Japan will rely heavily upon our ability to cooperate and
communicate about issues of importance to hoth our nations. Whether one works in the areas
of trade, business, diplomacy, or the environment, mutual respect and intercultural under-
standing are key elements of success. Exchange programs like the Japan-America Student
Conference build the international bridges that are so important to the future of the world.

Best wishes for a successful program.

A &
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