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As | reclined my airplane seat backward, my mind swirled with beautiful thoughts. I pulled
a magazine from the seat pocket before me and mused at the cover; JAPAN, FRIEND OR
FOE? I did'nt even open it; the conclusion was too apparent. | was on my way home from the
46th Japan America Student Conference, and I knew the best experience of my life had just
come to an end. I closed my eyes and ventured back to the realm of JASC---the smiles, the
understanding, the friendship.

We officially started our journey at the conclusion of the 45th JASC. The executive
committees met in Sanda and charted the course for the 46th. As we worked throughout the
vear, we dealt with several setbacks, a great deal of frustration, and intermittent periods of
dread. Through countless E-mail letters, faxes, and phone calls, however, we pulled every-
thing together.

The conference included, infer alia, a lecture from Maya Angelou, a trip to the Holocaust
Museum, a reception at the honorable Ambassador Kuriyama's residence, and a 60 th
anniversary celebration at the Nippon Club in New York City. While these events represent-
ed some of the highlights from the conference schedule, my most cherished moments came
from the quiet talks with other delegates about common concerns and different ideals, from
spirited games of volleyball and soccer, from the friendship. While JASC is an academically
intensive month long cross-cultural exchange program, the main goal is understanding. This
end is promoted through friendship. By the time we parted in Seattle, we no longer viewed
ourselves as separate Japanese and American delega-
tions:++ we were friends.

I was involved with JASC for three vears, and I
learned very quickly that it is much easier for friends to
overcome cultural and linguistic barriers than it is for
nations. JASC cuts through geo-political rhetoric and
replaces it with a warm smile and a month full of
wonderful memories. The 46th conference has drawn to
a close, but I have faith that the lessons we learned and

the friendships we made will not be forgotten.

In closing, on behalf of the entire 46th delegation, |
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would like to express my sincere gratitude to those individuals, corporations, and organiza-
tions that have helped make JASC a reality. I would also like to thank the JASCers who came
before us and gave us the glorious tradition we celebrate on this, the 60th anniversary of
JASC. Finally, T would like to extend my best wishes to the executive committees who are
busily planning the 47th conference-- I have no doubt it will be as challenging and memo-

rable as any before or after. Thank you very much for your continued support.

Jeffrey R. Bennett

Chair, 46th American Executive Committee
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To the Delegates of the 46th JASC

wim A

Since 1947 when I helped to revive the 8th JASC which was discontinued in 1941, I have
made it a rule to attend the opening ceremony of JASC to greet and tell the delegates about
the origin and brief history of JASC in a hope to help them understand the significance of
JASC and do their best to make it successful.

Much to my regret, however, | was unable to attend the opening ceremony of the 44th
JASC in the U. S. two years ago as | was suffering from a severe backache.

Since Mid June this year when I received Mr. Shellenberger’s kind invitation to the 46th
JASC and to the two big events to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the 1st JASC, I have
tried to free myself from the lingering backache so that [ will be able to attend them hut
again I found it impossible. So, 1 decided to send you my message.

The idea for the Ist JASC was born in the spring of 1933 when some members of the
English Speaking Societies of various universities got together under the leadership of Mr. K.
Nakayama of Aoyamagakuin University.

At that gathering, we invariably talked about the national and international affairs as
students of those days used to indulge in  “big talks.” Our talks were eventually focussed
on serious international problems, that is, the deteriorating relations between Japan and the
United States.

We were well aware that since Japan sent its armed forces to Manchuria in 1931, the
American sentiment towards Japan was aggravating, but we thought our government had not
taken any effective measures to alleviate the worsening situation.

We, then, believed that the peace of the world depended on the peace of the Pacific, and
the peace of the Pacific depended on the friendly relations between Japan and the United
States.

If our Government could not do anything effective about improving the worsening relations
with the United States, would there be anything, we, students could or should do about it?

After lengthy discussions, we finally came to a conclusion that we as students should invite
50 American university students to a conference in Japan and have free exchange of frank
opinions in order to bring about mutual understanding and trust with them.

We felt that we, students could do much more in promoting mutual understanding as we
are freer in expressing opinions than diplomats or other Government officials who are

necessarily restrained by so-called national interests. Thus, we finally decided to hold the 1



st Japan-America Student Conference in the following year and established the Japan
Student English Association as its sponsoring organization.

The most difficult thing we had to do to realize the Conference was to raise enough funds
to pay for the cost of the 50 American students in Japan. As we began requesting business
executives for their financial help, we were faced with an inconceivable situation. Most of the
executives said: “It's a wonderful idea, but -+ " Their responses to our request always
ended with “but.”

We wondered why they refused to help us if they really thought that our plan was
wonderful. After repeated talks, we reached a conclusion that these executives could not
trust our ability as students to invite so many as 50 university students from the United
States,

This made us think that the only way ta prove our ability was to send a student Goodwill
Mission to the United States with a specific purpose to recruit and bring back 50 American
students to Japan.

Thus, in the spring of 1934, the four-member mission, representing four universities in
Tokyo sailed from Yokohama Harbor for the United States.

While at the harbor, we were quite excited with the grand send-off by many members of
the English Speaking Societies in Tokyo, but when Mt. Fuji disappeared below the horizen,
we suddenly became sober and said to each other: “If we could not bring 50 American
students back to Japan, we might have to commit "harakiri’.”

We were greatly surprised, however, at the unexpectedly good response when we disclosed
our plan at the University of Washington in Seattle where we made the very first visit in the
United States. It made us quite confident that we could certainly get 50 students by our
efforts. It was, then, decided that Chairman K. Nakayama and a comission member, Mr. H.
Endo of Waseda Univ. would soon return to Japan in order to renew the fund drive with a
new confidence while Mr. T. Tabata of Keio Univ. and I, Namiji Itabashi of Meiji Univ. will
continue our mission in the United States.

While Mr. Tabata visited some 20 Universities on the Pacific Coast, I visited about the
same number of institutions across the Continent and on the Atlantic Coast. Between the two
of us, we brought back to Japan 99 American participants, 22 of whom were observers, as
they were college professors and their wives. With about 100 participants from both sides,
the first JASC was held at Aoyama Gakuin Univ. with great success.

After the one-week conference was over in Tokyo, we took the American participants on
a study tour through the Kansai area and as far north as Manchuria. On the return ferry boat
from Korea to Japan, the American delegates got together to discuss and decided to hold the

9nd JASC in the United States in order to reciprocate the initiative, untiring efforts of the
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Japanese students who succeeded in realizing the 1st JASC.

Thus, the second Conference was held at Reed College in Portland, Oregon, in 1935 and
since then JASC was held every vear alternately in Japan and the U. S. But when the 8th
JASC was to be held in the U. S. in the summer of 1941, the Japanese delegates could not
get visas and JASC was forced to discontinue.

In 1947, JASC was revived as the eighth conference in Japan, not in the U. S. as it should
have been. As Japan was under the American occupation and there were no means to get
American delegates from across the Pacific, we selected them from among the military and
non-military personnel who had a college status.

The post-war JASC was continued in this way in Japan till 1953, when the two Cornell
Univ. students participated in the 14th Conference from the United States. When I told them
about the pattern of the pre-war conference, they expressed their wish to hold the 15th JASC
at their University.

Of course, the Japanese students welcomed this invitation, but most of them could not
afford the trans-Pacific airfare. While they were wondering about what they shold or could
do about it, the U. S. Forces offered 15 free seats on a military air transport. So, only 14
students and one supervisor participated in the 15th JASC--- the very first post-war Confer-
ence held in the U. S.

As the Conference was usually participated by about 50 delegates from both sides, more
than 30 students who could not participate in the 15 JASC were quite dissatisfied and
decided to forget about JASC and started to organize the First International Student
Conference in that year. Thus, JASC was discontinued again after the 15th in 1954, but
JASC has been continuing to this day.

In 1963, some of us who cooperated in organizing the first JASC thought that JASC
should be revived in 1964 as it would fall on the 30th anniversary of the lst Conference. In
my attempt to hold down the students’ participation fee as low as possible, I asked for the
cooperation of the Japanese and American alumni of the first and other earlier JASC's. The
most encouraging response I received first was from Mr. Rudie Wilhelm of Portland, Oregon
who participated in the 1st and 2nd JASC. He said in his letter:  “1 will underwrite the whole
expense of the one-week conference.” His words have really encouraged me to continue my
efforts for the revival of the 16th JASC.

Among the Japanese alumni of JASC who extended the biggest helping hand to our attempt
was Mr. Kiichi Miyazawa who participated in the 6th and 7th JASC. When [ asked for his
help, he already held an influential government position as the Director of the Economic
Planning Agency under Prime Minister [keda. Mr. Miyazawa late became Prime Minister.

Since the 16th JASC which was held in 1964 at Reed College where the 2nd JASC was
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held in 1935, JASC has been held every vear alternating in Japan and the U. S. up to this day.

If we failed in our attempt to revive JASC in 1964, you delegates would not have been here
today. As I think of this significant fact, | cannot help expressing my profound gratitude to
all those who kindly and strongly supported and cooperated with me.

As 1 know that I tend to make my talk unnecessarily long and sometimes make some
audience sleepy, I think [ should end my talk here with just a few short comments about
JASC.

The first point is the historical fact that JASC was born out of the students’ brains, realized
by their indomitable spirit and untiring efforts and managed by themselves. This made the
tradition of the Conference as:  “Of the students, by the students and for the students.” [am
really very proud to see that this tradition has been maintained by the students for as long
as 60 years.

The other point I want to emphasize here is what the conference personally meant to me.
JASC was the most significant, unforgetable event in my whole life. It has given me self-
confidence that once we decide to do something and doggedly continue our efforts, there is
nothing that we cannot achieve.

The last point is my sincere request to you, delegates try to make yourself a “bridge of
friendship across the Pacific.” When 1 participated in organizing the 1st JASC in 1934, 1
secretly entertained a big hope that I may be able to make myself a “bridge of mutual
understanding and friendship across the Pacific” as my name [tabashi means a wooden
bridge. Am I asking vou too much?

In closing my talk, I should like to express my deep gratitude to Mr. Shellenberger of the
JASC Inc. and his staffs, the American Executive Comittee who has organized and worked
out excellent programs, Wake Forest University for providing the delegates with wonderful
facilities on the beautiful campus, and some business organizations for their generous

contributions to help finance the 46th Conference.
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August 26, 1994

With all of the highlights and high points of the 46th
Japan- America Student Conference, there were some [’
d like to re-experience and some 1 hated to miss.

Like Maya Angelou's appearance at Wake Forest and
the white water rafting northeast of Seattle.

But I do remember and relish the early days of antici-
pation as a very late-arriving Japanese delegation were
greeted amidst the lush greeness of a Southeastern
American campus.

[ recall the hush invoked by the harrowing images

inside the Holocaust Museum, and the mirth and merri-

ment that accompanied our evening at the Residence of
Ambassador and Mrs. Kurivama near The American University.
And who will not savor the JASC 60th Anniversary celebration at the Nippon Club in New
York City on August 107 Just across from Carnegie Hall, a setting sun, the delegates
“formally” dressed, the weather blessedly cool.

"Sleepless in Seattle” is the name of a recent movie. We were sleepless in Seattle for all
of the right reasons. It is a treasure of a city and the views from every seeming hus stop are
memorable. My dorm room with its panoramic view across Lake Washington to the Seattle
skyline kept me awake.

As did the final night’s cacophonies of piano and JASC voices piping Japanese folk songs
and remnants from “The Sound of Music.”
When it all had to conclude, not end, no endings where JASC is involved, I also wept

inwardly, happy to rediscover I'm still a student, seeking to know a whole lot more.

JACK H. SHELLENBERGER
President, JASC Inc.
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August 4, 1994

Let me say a few words at this opening of the 46th “Japan-America Student Conference.”

The international community is now in historic transition. The end of the Cold War also
marked the end of the era when the conflict of the “isms” and ideology dominated the
world. A new world order for peace and stability, divorced from the old paradigm of
capitalism vs. socialism, is now eagerly searched for.

Japan is also changing, from sharp confrontation between conservatives and oppositions to
realistic policy debate crossing party lines and transcending the old political framework.

President Clinton and [ have reaffirmed the importance of the Japan-U. S. relationship
when we met in Naples. The relationship between the two countries is the most important
bilateral relationship for both countries and should be important for the maintenance of
peace and stability of Asia and the world.

This 46th *Japan-America Student Conference” marks the 60th anniversary since the
first Conference of 1934. The theme of this year’s Conference, “Learning from History;
Active Cooperation for the New Era,” indeed fits in with the present moment.

I myself feel quite impressed with this Conference, in which eighty students, Japanese and
American, will exchange frank views for one month, giving renewed thoughts to the turbulent
sixty vears of the Japan-U. S. relationship and looking ahead toward a new era.

Youth is a wonderful thing; the voung talk of dreams and make efforts, never giving up,
believing in the possibilities of mankind. As this Conference is to start, I pray that all of you
participating today redouble your efforts with a sense of mission that you yourself are
bridges of mutual understanding and trust across the Pacific, just like your many predeces-

sors who have contributed to the development of the Conference.
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August 4, 1994

Warm greeting to all those participating in the 1994 Japan-America Student Conference.

The relationship between the United States and Japan is one of the most important
alliances in the world today. As the lessons of history have taught us, the future prosperity
of our two nations relies heavily upon our ability to work with each other and to communi-
cate about issues of importance to both of our peoples. | was honored to articulate these
principles to Emperor Akihito during his recent visit to the United States.

This exchange program builds the international bridges of friendship that are vital to
future generations, binding participants closer together in a spirit of cooperation and of hope.
The Japan-America Student Conference provides a valuable medium for learning about the
political and social factors that affect the workings of the international community. I urge
you to take this exciting opportunitiy to seek innovative ways to help improve relations
between all nations of our world. Our success in the twenty-first century depends on your
doing so.

Best wishes to all for a memorable conference.

T Clinson__
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WINDOW

Because communication is the most
important factor in the planning stages of
JASC, the position of “Window™

created to fascilitate frequent and open

was

communication between the JEC and AEC.
In the months prior to the 46th JASC,
Kristina Skierka and Ananda Martin

compiled and exchanged bi-monthly Win-

LH4EE

Ananda Martin
dows, update letters about the various
activities and deadlines, as well as stories
and jokes, in order to keep everyone up to
date on each other’s progress. Through
Windows and through the use of personal
email accounts, everyone had an opportu-
nity to contribute to the decision-making

process.
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LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP

As one of our first activities as a joint
delegation, we held a Leadership Work-
shop to examine and challenge our views
on what qualities it takes to be a leader.
This was the first of three events held in
the Human Relations Series: an appropri-
ate topic to kick-off a conference in which
many are already participating in or will
one day enter leadership roles. The day-
long activity, carried out in the conference
center and “wild” woods behind Wake
Forest University, was designed by Kris-
tina Skierka and Ananda Martin to pro-
mote trust between the delegates while
encouraging evervone to think about the
concept of leadership.

The workshop was broken into two
parts: 1) Presentations from the delegates

about different aspects of leadership from

Ananda Martin
both cross-gender and cross-cultural per-
spectives and 2) A leadership course
involving various leadership “challenges.”
The course in particular, held in groups of
Japanese and American delegates, gave
delegates a chance to deal with the leader-
ship problems that arise when communica-
tion and differences of opinion become
barriers to effective cooperation. For
example, the “Trust Fall," where one
delegate fell backwards from a log into the
arms of the other team members, required
a high level of cooperation and faith in one’
s team members. Delegates thought of
many creative solutions to overcome these
barriers and examined the differences and
similarities in the way in which leadership
situations are approached in the US and

Japan.
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This year the Japan-America Student
Conference celebrated its 60th anniversary
in Seattle, Washington, the place where
JASC had its beginning over half a century
ago. The delgates were hosted by the
University of Washington, located several
minutes from downtown by bus and a ten
minute walk away from beautiful Lake
Washington.

As the last stop on the four-site confer-
ence, the delegates wrapped up the various
forums, series and symposiums, as well as
attended to the important business of elect-
ing a new Executive Committee. Coming
from three busy weeks on the East Coast,
the Pacific Northwest with its mild
weather and relaxed attitude gave every-
one a chance to unwind. Arriving from
New York on August 12, the delegation
split into three groups and headed for a two
-night homestay. The three groups came
hack together the following Sunday to

exchange experiences and return to the

Ananda Martin
work of finishing the 60th JASC.
Some of the highlights from the many
Seattle activities included a heated panel

discussion with Keneth Pyle and other

prominent U. W. professors on Japan-US
relations, free day trips to Canada and
white water rafting, and a salmon barbeque

at the University's Waterfront Activities

Center where delegates remembered

d

month of challenges, successes, and making

new friends. Everyone left Seattle by

August 21 sad to say goodbye but confi-
dent that the 47th

hands.

JASC was in good
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RIENS BHEME
(Ethics)

Ananda Martin

It is often impossible to discuss current
issues today without entering into a discus-
sion of ethics. For this reason, Angela
Yager and Ananda Martin designed a dis-
cussion table that would encompass a num-
ber of modern problems from an ethical
perspective. Do ethical perspectives on a
given issue differ in Japan and the United
States? This is one of the questions this
table tried to deal with. While no concrete
consensus was ever reached on “right”
and “wrong,” the table's seven members

did cover a number of important topics,

including: the tabacco industry and adver-

|

(Z&xY))

Ethic Table
tising issues, the politics behind public fund-
ing of the arts, euthanasia, abortion,
nuclear proliferation, and the theory of
ethics in general. In order to illustrate some
of these controvercial topics, the table
made field trips to R] Reanolds Tobacco,
Inc. to talk with a representative from its
campaign to stop young smokers, a
neonatolotgist who explained the decision
making process behind the medical treat-
ment of severly ill babies, as well as
WNBC New York, to speak with the assis-
tant news programming director about

media ethics. The members of the Ethics

Angela Yager, Ananda Martin, /1|5, HIHE 2, Micah Auerback,

Jeffrey Smith, L@ &



table learned that ethical decisions do not

depend on nationality, but on the individual

and one's own sense of morality,

HENEHR—Why be moral ?
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TABLE PRESENTATION:

Does government funding lead to censor-
ship of the arts? As the Japanese coordina-
tor and a participant in the Ethics Table,
Ananda Martin presented on the ethical
problems surrounding state sponsorship of

the arts in the United States. John Frohn-

Ananda Martin
mevyer, the former director of the National
Endowment for the Arts, joined the Ethics
table and several others for a related dis-
cussion on issues such as politics and gov-
ernment control of the arts in Washington,
B
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THE 46th JAPAN-AMERICA STUDENT CONFERENCE
JOINT STATEMENT

INTRODUCTION

Imagine how informative and intriguing it might be to sit in a university conference room
with a group of Japanese and American colleagues debating a high-intensity topic like
bilateral trade relations. Next, think about how interesting it might be to travel on a long bus
trip conversing lightly about Japanese and American cultural traditions from rural to urban
areas. Then imagine how exciting it would be to stay awake until 2:00 am talking with
American and Japanese friends about flirting, romance, and love. These are only a few of
both the formal and informal, potentially transformative experiences that make the Japan-
America Student Conference unique.

The Japan-America Student Conference (JASC) isa 60-year old educational and cultural
exchange program for 80 university students from Japan and the United States. Alternating
host countries each year, the JASC is a month-long, student run and organized conference
that brings together young men and women of diverse backgrounds. The general theme of the
conference is “promoting peace through mutual understanding, friendship, and trust,”
maintaining that interpersonal exchange among students today is the primary basis for
productive international relationships in the future. This theme is realized through such
activities as small-group discussions, series, forums, volunteerism, field trips, and homestays.

In 1994 the American delegation hosted the 46th Japan-American Student Conference
from July 25th to August 21st in Winston-Salem, Washington, D. C., New York City, and
Seattle. The theme of this year's conference was “Learning from History: Active Coopera-
tion for the New Era,” which offered the joint delegation the opportunity to look back at
history to find past experiences that Japan and the United States shared in common. For
example, the delegates visited the University of Washington's statue of Sadoko, a young girl
who died due to radiation from the atomic bamb dropped on Hiroshima. They gathered
together in a circle to reflect on war and hope for peace, bowing their heads for a child whose
death was not an uncommon casualty of war -+ a death of innocence that can and must be
remembered, an incident that makes war a less viable option in solving our global and
domestic conflicts.

In small-group discussions and in general conversation, the delegates eagerly faced the
difficulties and conflicts of interest they encountered. Language differences sometimes

created a barrier to the free exchange of thoughts and ideas, but by possessing patience and
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sensitivity, delegates overcame the barrier. Friendships developed when students had the
opportunity to interact with one another in a social context, whether it involved living
together, sightseeing, or experiencing the nightlife. The conference provided the American
and Japanese delegates with academic knowledge about how the two countries could act
together to solve common problems, but it also enabled the delegates to form lasting
friendships, the potential of which will be revealed in the future.

Programs like JASC deeply affect the way we will relate to people in the future. Students
come to the conference full of questions, ideas, and knowledge which they want to share with
others and come to find that they do have mutual goals and concerns about the world. By
sharing their thoughts and ideas, the students wish to take responsibility and action to
improve relations between their nations. The conference’s theme suggests that friendships
and good relationships between people are the keys to improving relations between nations.
If students learn to struggle through difficulties, share their common experiences, and
appreciate their differences today, we establish the greater possibility for productive interna-
tional cooperation between the leaders of tomorrow.

It is for this reason that we, the members of the 46th Japan-America Student Conference,
make this joint statement: it is our hope that students in both our nations will be motivated

to take action on the many, critical issues discussed in this statement.

TABLE DISCUSSIONS

In accordance with the objectives and goals of the conference, the 10 small-group discus-
sion tables are the heart of JASC, each dealing with eclectic themes. A brief statement from

each table follows.

International Relations in the New Era

Despite our title, our table incorporated a mixture of issues from most of the other tables.
In discussing topics such as national security, North Korea, human rights and foreign
workers in Japan, we spent a lot of time trying to bring these issues down to a personal level.
We concluded that the concept of international relations is not something remote and
abstract but rather something that we can touch and see in our everyday lives. As our table
discussions and this conference have shown, international relations is the accumulation of

personal interaction.

Philosophy of Life/Human Issues
Varying philosophies of life and common human issues are the underpinnings of under-

standing, be it of a political, cultural, or even personal nature. Recognizing this idea, our table



explored many aspects of these issues including subjects as diverse as the concept of self and
the meaning of death. Of particular interest were the concepts of absolute and relative truth.
Interestingly, our perspectives on these concepts varied chiefly on a personal level rather than
a national one. Out of all our discussions came a greater appreciation for different belief
systems and ways of life as well as a general understanding of our commonalties. In a sense
we came to realize these underlying issues are of great importance to many aspects of life,
including realizing mutual understanding on both a personal and public level. Accomplishing

this is a key for active, constructive and beneficial relations.

Public Policy and Business Development

Our table sought to analyze the role that public policy plays in the business development
of both the U. 8. and Japan. Our first step in accomplishing this was the formidable task of
defining public policy broadly enough to encompass each government'’s systematic participa-
tion in macro and micro economic spheres,

In comparing public policy in the U. S. and Japan, we discussed a number of issue areas
such as universal vs, private health care, administrative guidance for the Japanese keiretsu
system, and governmental support of foreign direct investment by Japanese multinationals.
Other topics included the relationship between our respective political and economic systems
during negotiations on and ratification of GATT. And finally, by focusing on the economic
realities of the U. 5. -Japan trade disputes, we challenged the stereotypical images created

and enforced by the media and our politicians.

Flow of Information

In this age, we must first consider the significance and the effects of the increasing flow of
information. To whom is it important? What is the purpose of the increase?

Technology has been a major factor in increasing the information flow. There are advan-
tages and disadvantages. One advantage is that the cost and time of delivering transactions
has been reduced. However, we are concerned that the rapid flow of information has the

possibility of decreasing human interactions.

Arts and Society

Our table tried to understand the interrelationship between *Arts and Society.” To this
end, we explored twa particular topics: the definitions of art and the purpose of art. As with
most intellectual discussions, we had more questions than answers, but the process was
indeed enjoyable and educational. Particularly interesting was our field trip to Mr. Iwashiro’

s art studio in New York. He shared his vision of the art world and a fabulous lunch with the
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delegates. It was truly inspiring to see a man so dedicated to finding himself through his
work. Another highlight was our discussion with former NEA chair John Frohnmayer. His
easy-going personality made an examination of federal Arts funding and censorship a treat.
The real mission of the table experiecnce, however, was our presentations. We discussed
manga, political correctness, jazz, photography, the concept of beauty, federal arts funding,
hiological responses to art, and the need to create art. Each presentation allowed the group

to move towards a clearer understanding of art and its relationship with society.

Science and Technology

Technology has allowed mankind to fly, walk on the moon, fax, email, and make many
other dreams become realities. How far will we take technology? On visits to various
institutions of science, we were introduced to the advantages and disadvantages of technolog-
ical advances. For example, we examined the benefits of virtual reality, and the use of
nuclear energy as a renewable energy source. To move ahead and fulfill more dreams,
however, we cannot ignore the potential negative repercussions of technological develop-

ment.

Sustainable Human Development

We agree that the international community should take some responsibility for the
development of underdeveloped areas. The objectives include economic development subject
to global environmental standards, and an emphasis on population control, women’s issues,
human rights, and education as keys to development. In addition to the traditional problems
of developing countries, we discussed new international perspectives. We feel that assistance

to those in need is the responsibility of all nations that are able to provide aid.

Health and Society

Both in the United States and Japan, the cost of health care has increased, as new medical
technology demands more resources, and as the aged population increases. Although health
care is often considered chiefly as a national issue, we discussed a number of ways for
bilateral burden sharing. Today, cooperation is possible between our two nations including
research and development, cost sharing in such fields as preventive medicine, as well as
education and evaluation of high technology. In addition, because the problem of health care
extends beyond the U. S. and Japan, we concluded it is desirable to pursue these goals through

global frameworks such as World Health Organization programs.
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Democracy and Change

Are the democratic systems in Japan and the United States truly representative of their
people? How do people mobilize to effect change in our societies? In our table we discussed
issues of power and authority, centralization vs. decentralization, responsible representation,
election reform, referendum and initiatives, non-governmental organizations, free press, and
multiculturalism. Democracy in both the United States and Japan faces challenges of
adaptation to a rapidly changing global environment-politically, economically, and socially.
In discussions, we examined our differing interpretations of democracy and in debating these
issues, we referred to historical examples to find the possible answers to the guestions our

political systems face.

Ethics

We recognize the significance of ethical decision-making in today’s complex world. A
person cannot avoid confronting the ethical consequences of individual or societal actions.
Nevertheless, we discovered during our table discussions that the ethical principles that one
upholds depend on many factors, including one’s religion, and personal beliefs as well as the
geographic location and period of history in which one lives. We approached the issues of
euthanasia, human rights, fetal tissue transplants, and media literacy from different perspec-
tives because they were so diverse. In looking at the wide range of issues, and considering the
significance of solving the problems in an ethical manner, we were led to ask the following
question: Is it possible and/or necessary to develop a set of principles as an individual or

society to resolve ethical dilemmas?

FORUMS

Forums address issues on both global and personal levels, through discussion and learning

sessions. Field trips and student presentations are an integral part of the forums.

War and Peace Forum

To be sure not to repeat wars of the past, we feel that education about all of the facets of
war should be studied more thoroughly in compulsory education. We should not forget past
atrocities of war against humanity. At the same time we must look for peaceful solutions
through better cultural understanding, and ask that our own nations look inward to examine
these issues.

Visiting the National Holocaust museum touched upon the fears we have of war, and
provided a way of examining current wars, We also discussed differing opinions concerning

the purposes and necessities of war.
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Environmental Forum

We tend to feel helpless when we discuss environmental issues, because they seem too vast
and overwhelming for us to deal with. Nevertheless, there are ways to solve the problem. Our
individual efforts are essential even though they are small. Even with our efforts, our view
of environmental issues tends to vacillate because of a lack of an environmental philosophy.
So it is also important for us to know and be conscious about the issue and to develop a firm

environmental philosophy.

SERIES

Delegates participate in three sessions that address closely related issues under the
general conference theme. Field trips, lectures, and workshops are part of the JASC series as

well.

Human Rights Series

There has been an increasing emphasis on the issue of human rights, but how do we define
human rights? It has primarily been the powerful Western countries who have constructed the
definition. However, does that give the Unites States the right to force their idea of human
rights on other countries like China? Every human deserves basic human rights. Unfortunate-
ly for some groups of people, these basic rights are being infringed upon. Minorities and
Indigenous people are being oppresssed. Discrimination is an institutionalized behavior that
should be controlled. The world is a showcase of many different languages, customs, reli-
gions, and cultures. Respect must be given to all humans. We need to cooperate with one

another in a diverse world to ensure that all individuals have basic human rights.

Japan-US Relations Series

The Japan-US Relations Series provided us with the opportunity to review the current
problems between both countries and to create a new framework in which both US and Japan
will play active roles in the international community. In the economic sphere, we simulated
bilateral trade negotiations on three salient topics: access to rice, automobile markets, and
macroeconomic problems (especially the US budget deficit), Through the process of negoti-
ations, we learned about the interests of numerous domestic groups in both the US and Japan
and how they are reflected in the domestic political decision-making process. We also
stressed the importance and appropriateness of prudent and discrete negotiations and the
need for ample disclosure of the negotiation process to the general public. In addition to this
simulation, we held a panel discussion on the differences between both countries’ business

practices. A panel discussion on political issues focused on redefining the Japan-US relation-
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ship from an international relations viewpoint. Student presentations gave insight on several

cultural issues as well, including cross-cultural and inter-personal communication.

Human Relations Series

This series consisted of two major workshops: leadership and gender. The leadership
section of the Human Relations Series centered upon the definition of leadership as seen in
a cultural and an historical context. Various activities necessitating leadership abilities were
designed to test groups’ leadership and cooperation skills, and to determine which gualities
were present in effective situations. Participants in the leadership workshop agree that ideal
leaders must take some responsibility for those being led.

The gender workshop brought social stereotypes of sex roles into focus through skits and
presentations that showed social conditioning throughout life. Looking beyond these sex role
categorizations into the broader definition of humanity was emphasized. Particularly, the

importance of love in understanding our counterparts was stated as the path of the future.

Volunteer Day

As an essential part of JASC’s social contribution, we all took part in one of the following
volunteer activities: delivering meals to AIDS patients, helping build or renovate houses for
low income families through Habitat for Humanity, and cleaning up Morningside Park in
New York City. These three activities taught us the importance and the power of taking
individual action and the importance of volunteering. Engaging in such activities makes a

contribution to seemingly impossible problems.
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Micah Auerback
The Japan-America Student Conference

offers many once-in-a-lifetime opportu-

nities, all packed into a few short weeks.
Students who participate in the Conference
have the rare chance to break down the
barriers of language and nationality. They
replace their stereotypes and preconcep-
tions of others with real communication.

“Communication” is not just verbal, and
it does not take place only during the
official sessions of JASC. "Communica-
tion” is really continuous and all-en-
compassing. For example, | easily learned
as much from living with Japanese room-
mates for four weeks as from the meetings
of my Ethics discussion table. And in a
small way, I came to see my own home
country through Japanese eyesby being
taken on a whirlwind tour of New York in
Japanese, by eating in a McDonald's in
Washington with a couple of the Japanese
delegates, by giving out food to poor AIDS
patients with a Japanese partner.

One of the experiences that made a great
impression on me was going to the Haolo-
caust Museum in Washington. As an Amer-
ican and a Jew, | took a special interest in
this visit, but I was a little nervous about
the Japanese delegates. A common Amer-
ican stereotype holds that Japan is a com-
pletely homogenous society, with no appre-
ciation for difference. Since the important
lesson of the Holocaust is the need to
protect differences of all varieties, | was
worried that the Japanese delegates might
not be able to relate the visit to their own
experience. However, on the whole, both

sides of JASCers responded to the museum
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in the same way---with shock, deep sad-
ness, and a resolve that the Holocaust must
not happen again. As we emerged from the
museum to sit on the lawn and eat our
Japanese-style boxed lunches, [ could not
help reflecting that we are all human
beings, after all.

In fact, our common humanity emerged
through the artificial barriers of culture
and language, again and again. One night in
Seattle, we had a whole string of informal
presentations from delegates, on every
topic from flirtation in Japan and America
to the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. 1 am
surprised at how well I remember these
even half a year later! As a group, we all
understand these experiences, because we

were able to feel them. We all laughed and

cried together---because flirtation is funny
anywhere, because the destruction of a city
is a crime against humanity, anywhere.
Through another presentation, for the first
time, I caught a glimps of the life of
Japanese- Americans as they grow up, their
special experiences and pains. | remember-
ed the first thing that the poet Maya An-
gelou told us just a few weeks earlier, when
we were on the other side of the country in
North Carolina: We human beings are
more alike than we are different.

I believe that if there is ever to be true
peace and mutual understanding among
human heings, it will come from something
like JASC, from sustained human contact. |
had the

am extremely grateful that I

chance to participate in JASC this year.

197 —



— 199 —




Office of the Mayor

Proclamation

The Japan-America Student Conference brings together 40 of the top
college students from each country for thirty days of living, studying, and
traveling in an effort to promote mutual understanding, friendship, and
trust between Japan and the United States.

Wake Forest University hosts the 46th Annual Japan-America Student
Conference July 25 through August 2. The citizens of Winston-Salem
proudly support this important cross-cultural exchange and welcome with
genuine hospitality our Japanese guests.

As Mayor of the City of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, I, Martha S.
Wood, proclaim July 25 through August 2, 1994

JAPAN-AMERICA WEEK

in Winston-Salem in recognition of this unique opportunity to share mutual
concerns and explore possibilities for the future with our Japanese
neighbors.

%M_af/{ e

Mayor

% ;ggg:ﬁf 9¢, 1994
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THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20004

JAPAN-AMERICA STUDENT
CONFERENCE WEEK

AUGUST 2 - 6, 1994
BY THE MAYOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, it is one of the responsibilities of the Mayor of the City of Washingion, D.C. to
recognize occasions of outstanding significance; and

WHEREAS, the District of Columbia has atiracted and will host the 1994 Japan-America Student
Conference; and

WHEREAS, it is a pleasure to recognize and welcome such an ouistanding and unique activity
to the City of Washington, D.C., as well as to herald the fact that this year's 46th Annual
Conference, and the 60th anniversary of the program, takes place at The American University,
and

WHEREAS, Washington, D.C. salutes the 1994 Japan-America Student Conference, with the
theme: "Learning from History: Active Cooperation for the New Era:"

NOW, THEREFORE, I, THE MAYOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, do hereby prociaim
August 2 - 6, 1994, as "JAPAN-AMERICA STUDENT CONFERENCE WEEK'" in Washington,
D.C., and call upon all the residents of this city to join me in supporting this most noteworthy

activity.

SHARON PRATT KELLY
MAYOR
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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