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The 72 delegates to this summer’s 48th Japan— America Student Conference proved to be the living
embodiment of our 1996 theme, “Accepting Personal Responsibility to Strengthen Our Global
Partnership. ”

As Executive Committees and as delegates, we successfully created and brought life to a
conference that not only sought the nature of problems surrounding the Japan— America relationship,
but which taught us to look inward for solutions. While the challenges we faced during was year long
planning and implementation of JASC were ultimately resolved by our entire delegation, what made
our experience so special was the personal effort made by each delegate every day. From impromptu
creations like the “Standards Task Force” to well planned forums like Pan—Pacific Day, this
summer’s JASC, more than anyone might have expected, proved to be the product of 72 individuals
accepting their own personal responsibility to create a meaningful conference that already is
strengthening our global friendship.

JASC united us as participants, but it was also an intensely personal experience. Perhaps more than
any conference before us, we questioned the very nature of JASC and wondered if such a conference
still and meaning in today’s society. What this question took for granted, however, was that
“meaning” was something that could be defind collectively. I can’t hold anything in my hand as
evidence of the value of this summer’s conference, butI do know that for me, this year was a process
of self—discovery and growth. Ilearned I was capable of actions and ideas that I had not given myself
credit for, I left the conference with a quiet and understated confidence. And at the same time, I
looked around at 72 of my new and growing friends, and I knew that they were all having similar
experiences. The process of 72 individuals coming to similar realizations about themselves proved to
be fertile ground for new and explosive ideas. We were all at our best, and we all grew from one
another.

This growth already is causing us to question our roles in society as we graduate from our
respective universities. It was so easy for us to speak rhetorically during the conference, to make
reference to the future and speak of the positions we would someday take. But to take that rhetoric
and create a meaningful life from it is quite another. Not that the conference is over, I believe more
than ever that JASC never ends. It is a learning process that began in St. Louis, and which will
continue throughout our entire lives. In time, I expect JASC sill prove not to be a flower, but rather
the seeds from which an entire garden may someday bloom.

Thank you to everyone who made this summer a reality, and on behalf of our entire delegation, I
wish the new Executive Committees the best of luck in creating a memorable 49th Japan— America

Student Conference.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Warm greetings to everyone gathered for the forty—eighth annual Japan—America Student
Conferece.

Our future depends as never before on the bonds that link us with nations around the
world, and you can all be proud of your efforts to strengthen these bonds. Your participation
in this conference is helping the Japanese and American People to deepen our understanding
and respect for one another, bolstering our relationship now and for the years to come. I
salute each of you for helping to create a future of peace and prosperity for all our people.

Best wishes for a memorable conference.

Bil Clinton
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M, HOBRTH S,

B, BAOERXFOREOHTRVETONTEZ, BRGel) 71577171 &

74



V. 2285

WIOBRDEIT DOV TIRRz, FEZNFICR OGNS, HEOWHEHR EABOHEEDF
Yy TIZEBEEBENS, FEHEROLS T, BANTAIT T+ T4 05, REAMEEZDE
NIRRT A 72T« Ta & BAR, BB T, LRIz bR E<EZT
Tl AOQHEE L THAOFEEREHZED LI 72 OO B REN,

JohniX, Y AU NFITROGNET AU HHWEHBROESITDOWT, KT, Self-responsible &
WO ZEDBRICERZ Y Tk, 48EXFDOHET — <05, “Accepting Personal Responsibility
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