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The 49th JapanAmerica Student Conference Executive Committee
American Excutive Commitlee Chair Akiko Yamagata

The 49th Japan— America Student Conference convened this summer in Japan to continue a long
tradition of cultural and educational exchange between the United States and Japan. Contemplating
this year's focus of "Exploring Our Roles in the Emerging Asia— Pacific Community, " the delegates
considered how the U.S. and Japan have changed in relation not only to each other but also in an
international, global context. We recognized that the relationship between these two countries is
strongly influenced by their relationship to various other nations. Thus, in addition to bilateral
concerns, the U.S. and Japan are confronted with more global concerns that affect them as a bilateral
entity. Currently, the Asia— Pacific region seems to be a locus of mutual concerns. Our two nations,
by working together on a common issue, by engaging in a venture of joint diplomacy. can
concomitantly strengthen their partnership and promote better resolution of bilateral issues. Thus,
our concern during the Conference was how our two countries might do this by focusing on issues in
the Asia— Pacific.

This strategy of tackling a common problem to improve communication and understanding between
two different peoples was utilized to its full effect during our weeks together. Each of the seven eight
—delegate discussion tables considered an issue, within the Asia— Pacific region, of mutual
significance for the United States and Japan. Embarking upon this task, the table members knew they
faced a two—fold struggle. First, the struggle to communicate. Second, the struggle to find an
answer to the problem that they pledged to solve. Armed with tactics for better cross— cultural
communication and committed to realizing this, delegates mightily juggled these two concerns,
sometimes with frustrating difficulty. Table meetings were often a sea of confused, exhausted, and
baffled expressions. There were no doubt times when all eight members of a discussion table felt the
stunning impact of their discussion hitting an unyielding brick wall. However, during the weeks of
continuing meetings, the dynamics of each of the seven tables evolved to incorporate disparate modes
of communication and moved beyond the difficulties that were the result of these differences.

This ability to throw aside differences in culture and language came about not just through academic
discussions in rigid classroom seats. No, of course not. After all, an integral component of our
experience, the one we delegates will remember a half- century from now, when formal student life
is a dreamy memory of the past, is the personal one: the relationships that we forged with one
another, learning about our humanity irrespective of nationality or culture. The bonds of friendship
from this summer will span across time and space, to continue the ambassadorship begun here.
These bonds that link individuals in relationships of personal significance are of utmost importance,
for they compose the foundation for a bilateral fellowship of greater global significance. This small—
scale student study in ambassadorship will, thus, undoubtedly have larger ramifications.

Though the experience lasted only a brief few weeks, we all take with us the rewards and lessons of
an experiment in international exchange. These will imbue our daily lives in ways unforeseen and
perhaps unrecognizable. I know this will be particularly true for the Executive Committee for the 50th
JASC. They have a large task ahead of them, planning an anniversary conference. I wish them the
best of luck and look forward to hearing of their success.
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July 16, 1997

Warm greetings to everyone participating in the 49th Japan— America Student Conference.

The youth of today are our hope for the future, and each of you participating in this conference
represents that promise. In this era of sweeping global change, your conference is the perfect
opportunity for young people from the United States and Japan to strengthen the bonds you share and
to prepare for the challenges and possibilities of the next century.

Your generation will soon be leading us in the 21st century, and I am encouraged by the interest
that young people like you are showing in the social, economic, political, and environmental issues
that affect our two nations. I commend each of you for taking part in this unique educational
experience. By forging new friendships and striving for a more cooperative international environment,
you are helping to create a brighter future for us all.

Best wishes for a wonderful conference.

Bill Clinton
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Japanese, U.S. students come together |

By ERIC JOHNSTON
e
KO The 4oih Japan-
America Student Conference
kieked off Manday eveni
ihe Kyes Inlernational
o re Hall, and this ¢ in
ming on bilatorul
relations, participants ore
losking al chunges in the
Asla-Paeifie community.
The conference, cans kered
the oldest and most presei-
gioas exchange program of
it kird, was atleadsd by &0
undergraduate and praduale
sturdents from balh couniries
who gathered Lo proosole one.
elatlons through a v
of roumd-lable discus.
parties, (eld trips and
wenks
rtod in 1, a8 U .S-Ja
pun relotions were e
ing in the wake of Ja
wwasinn of Manchiria
fexence contimeed

and Uhen was suspended
Lbreughotl the war years. Al
Lor & series of allempls in L
150%, the conlererce was re
ke in s presenl form in
1964, the year af the Tokyo
Olymples
his - year's theme, “Ex
ploring Our Reles in the
Emerging Asis-Pacific Cam
munily,” foruses on the re
glon's growing pobitical, mili
tary and economic fmpor:
tance. Mine committers
formed o research issues
ranging from Werld War 11 to
sconomic development to the
media have been et vy, Over
the nex! several weeks, shu-
denls are expected lo present
research papers based on the
central lwme

In the pasl; confevences
havve focused mére an the ki
lateral relationship, Bul, with
ihe growlng lmporianee
Chinn, we decided that

mare comprehensive theme
wigs necded,” sald Grelchen
Hobbs Donaldson, executive
director of the JapaneAmeri-
ca Student Conference, Inc,
which sparsers Lhe event.

Past participants of ihe pro-
prum include Japanese bisi-
ness and potitlenl leaders, in-
cluding former Prime Minis-
ter Klichi Miyazaws, as well
a8 such pramineni American
Japanslogists as Donald Rit-
chig.

Cenference sponsocs at the
opening ceremony read mes-
sages [rom Prime Minister
Ryutiee Hashimats and Pres-
ident Bill Clintun expressing
ihelr wishes for & successful
event to sirengthen bilaternl
Telenehipe

Cwer the past (wo decodes,
American inberes! In Japan at
the universily level has in.
ersased dramatically, How-
wver, with the decline of Jo
pan’s economic elout aned the

, rise of China, more and mare

U.5. studenls are now cx-
preasing an interest in China

Partly bocause of this and
financial as well ag logisthenl
reasons, only 3¢ students
from each country wers cho-
son for the program. 1n the
past, there have been as
mary as 60 rom each side,
Competition from other ex
change programs also con-
tributed 1o the decline In par-
licipants, delegales said.

"We decided that a smaller

conforence would also give
sudent delegates the oppor-
fumity to intoract with cach
olher ar a more personal
e, waid Emma Chanleti.
Avery, coordinafor of the
Eyoto sile

Japanese Interest in the
program remains very kigh,
allrpcting & large mimber of
applications from wniversity
studerts arcund the natlon

“] know a lot of Japanese |
sludents wantled to partiel- |

pate. Bul langunge may have
been a problem for some,”
id Tomoko Tarmaks, o for-
mer pariicipant

While some US. pariie
pants were familiar with Ju
r:q,ln:]nﬂ.ing:l’n--n. have

ived here before, many ar- |

rived in the counlry for the |

First time, Some had individu

ul study inieresis, such as |

Japanese corperale philan
thropy, while gihers hoped to

use Lhelr experience as o |

=pringhoard Lo the fulure

The sledents were o re
main in Kyolo until Aug. 3,
when they are to go to Tokyo
for & series of mestings at (o
Natiomal Olympics Momorial
Youth Center.

They are alsn schediled to
mect with Okinawn Gov. Ma-
sahide Ota to discuss lssues
perinining to the T
Japar and Lhe 1.5
curity Treaty.

The U.5. studests return
homa Aug. 19

974 7 A29B 1 Japan Times #£

(A—F 1 x—% — : B¥EX., Emma ChanlettAvery )

7 A28H ICEMEBERSEICB W TITbh-MEX Tk, 581 ba—F 12— —Th
LML EEmma  Chanlett—AveryD R]20 6 &, EFTEEEOMERY. Akiko Yamagatah 5
MERENTON, MHEAEREFEFRRSHEEOREIETSK, Gretchen Hobbs Donaldson Jasc
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"We really do learn from our mistakes, by trial and error. And at the same time we learn
how little we know— as when, in climbing a mountain, every step upwards opens some new
vistas into the unknown, and new worlds unfold themselves of whole existence we knew
nothing when we began to climb."

"Thus we can LEARN, we can GROW in knowledge, even if we can never KNOW-— that is,
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know for certain. Since we can learn, there is no reason for despair of reason, and since

we can never know, there no grounds here for smugness, or for the conceit over the growth

of our knowledge." Karl R. Popper
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