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The 51° Japan-America Student Conference Executive Committee
American Executive Committee Chair Blaine Baldwin

Now that the 51* Japan-America Student Conference has come and gone and the
preparations for the 52" are well underway, it is time to reflect on the experiences of the
51*JASC. Since this the 51 JASC was the beginning of the next 50 meetings of JASC it
is an awesome feeling to be a part of continuing the JASC* strong tradition.

The 51* theme was "Evaluating the Japan-United States Relationship to Shape

Our Future" and the delegates took this theme under consideration in the process of
~writing their papers, presenting their topics to their table members, and throughout
thought provoking discussions through the course of the conference. The delegates
collectively worked together throughout the conference to express their ideas and ideals
along with facts and figures to come up with concrete solutions that affect both the
United States and Japan. This was no small mission considering the gaps in language
level, communication styles, and personalities that were experienced throughout the
conference; however, it was achievable due to the determination of all involved.

If T had to use a word to describe the conference this year it would be
"Inspirational". I think the events and experiences that the delegates had throughout
the conference will be inspirational to all delegates in the years to come. Looking back
at all that was experienced during the 51* conference makes the delegates realize the
significance of JASC and how important good communication is between our two
countries currently and will continue to be in the future.

On behalf of the 51* Japan-America Student Conference delegation, I invite you
to read this bulletin and join us in the journey that we embarked on starting in Kyoto and
finishing in Tokyo, Japan with a world of incredible experiences along the way.

To the 51* Executive Committee, thank you for your strong effort in planning
and helping to make the conference a success.

To the 51* delegates, I want to say how awesome it was to meet you and get to
learn so much about you. Thank you for your hard work and believing in the conference
theme and goal.

To the 52™ Executive Committee, I wish you all the best with the challenges you
will have this year. Please enjoy this year of planning for the 52™ JASC and the strong
tradition you are now carrying of the conference. Continue to communicate, like you did
during your long days of meetings, and I am sure the 52" will be successful.

To JASC Alumni and supporters, thank you for your help in being strong
supporters of the conference and for the advice you have given to us.

Finally, I would like to thank Jack, Gretchen, and Akiko, who all work at JASC,
Inc. and provide so much support to all of the Executive Committee members.

*JASC= Japan-America Student Conference
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Warm greetings to all those participating in the 1999 Japan-America Student
Conference.

The partnership between the United States and Japan has always been important,
but never more so than now. Today our alliance is the cornerstone of stability and
prosperity in the Asia Pacific region. Our Common Agenda promotes scientific research,
democratic reform, and improved living standards across the globe. Our friendship has
shown the world that different societies can work together constructively for the good of
all.

But the close relationship we enjoy would be impossible without the strong cultural
and personal ties that link our societies. I commend all the young people participating
in this year’s conference for your commitment to intercultural exchange and
understanding. You are helping to strengthen the friendship between the United States
and Japan and ensure a brighter future for our world.

Best wishes for a wonderful conference.

July 12, 1999

Bill Clinton
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Joint Statement
of
the 51* Japan America Student Conference

The end of the Cold War in 1991 caused dramatic changes in the international
environment. In dealing with these changes, certain irrational decisions were made,
leading to various problems such as instability in post socialist countries. Recently the
world has turned to multilateral frameworks in order to deal with these problems.
While multilateral frameworks have taken the center stage in world affairs, the bilateral
relationship between Japan and the United States continues to exercise its influence in
the world. The Japan-U.S. relationship promotes regional stability, economic prosperity,
and strives to uphold democratic principles and protect individual human rights. Thus,
Japan-U.S. relationship is more important today than it has ever been.

As the next millennium draws near, the world is facing a major turning point in global
history. In an era when the world is becoming increasingly smaller and individuals are
more closely linked than ever before, the importance of communication and mutual
understanding cannot be overlooked. Japan-America Student Conference, or JASC, was
established in 1934 by a group of students. Its primary goal is to foster the exchange of
ideas and cultural experiences in order to maintain the hopes of a safe and prosperous
future for both the Japan and the U.S., as well as the rest of the world.

The theme of the 51% JASC was “Evaluating the Japan-United States Relationship to
Shape Our Future”. Approaching the last conference of the 20th century, 51* JASCers
found themselves confronting a host of unique conflicts and experiences throughout the
conference, both on a personal and academic level.

An outstanding example of mutual understanding through shared experiences was a
visit to Hiroshima National Peace Memorial. Both American delegates and Japanese
delegates were forced to reexamine their preconceived notions about this pivotal event
and the discrepancies thereof. During the 51°° JASC, this type of intense idea exchange
prompted an examination of the honest and often times discomforting process of the
realization of “national perspective.” The intensity of the JASC experience and its
reverberations propel the significance of this conference far beyond that of a mere
gathering of American and Japanese university students. Throughout the course of one
month, through the rigorous academic exchange and the realizations of the complexities
of cultural as well as interpersonal barriers, JASC became a microcosm of the two
countries. In terms of the social impact, the lasting effects of a conference of this
magnitude are unfathomable.

The theme of the 51% JASC is infused with the kind of urgency that can only be brought
by the current state of the shifting roles of the Japan-U.S. relationship that our
generation of JASCers must confront. The question then remains: What is the
significance of JASC? In a world where national interest is increasingly becoming
influenced, if not indeed transformed by the growing importance of bilateral and
multilateral relationships, the potential and the necessity for individuals to affect society
in lasting ways is increasing. JASC serves not just as microcosm of the present society,
but more importantly as a catalyst to promote lasting social change and transformation
in the Japan-U.S. relationship. Through the sometimes frustrating and yet profoundly
rewarding experience of intense academic, cultural, and social exchange, it is our belief
that JASC has served its purpose well. This belief is embedded in the hope that all those
who have embarked upon this one month voyage of discovery will take with them the
knowledge and the tools that will enable them to become human vehicles of international
change and the future caretakers of the Japan-U.S. relationship.
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Survey for Hiroshima Trip

Q.1 What does "peace" mean to you? How would you define it?

< Ameri 1 ion>

-No war

-People empathizing and cooperating everywhere

-Boundaries of thought and practice are broken down

-Prosperous international relations in a world free from war and tensions

-Mutual understanding of those around you

-The ability to overcome differences between two people or countries in a civilized way

-A feeling of connectedness in a community which reduces violence

-It means that disagreements are solved without bloodshed.

-Solemnity

-A utopian feeling of trust, security, and solemnity around the globe

-The presence of justice

-Martin Luther King said that peace "is not just the absence of tension but the presence of
justice" and I agree.

-A general term to describe a relationship in which there is coexistence without any
conflict

-The absence of violence and violent intent---not just with military force, but also
economically, socially, culturally, religiously, etc.

-Serenity, cooperation, quiets

-A state or time when people get along with each other and share ideas and values

-Understanding, love, respect and individual responsibility

<Japanese Delegation>

-Silence, freedom from frees security, and safety

-When we don't have to think about it, then there is peace.

-Very artificial, something we can never achieve

-When you think about "peace" on a personal level, it is something that you would value
the most.

-The true "peace" is the situation that meets both the social and the personal peace.

-To spend everyday normally, not having any problems that put those or myself I know in
danger

-The situation where we can live the happiest life without severe conflict or mental
problems

-Stability of life

-Peace supports our life even when we don't realize it or think about it.

-No war

-Not disturbing the calm daily life

-There is peace of the level of international relations, and in this case, military power
becomes important. In this way, there is a paradox---in the modern world, peace can only
be achieved by weapons.

-The circumstance where you can live safely and can have a normal daily life

-Comparing with the place where wars occurred (is when I feel "peace")

-Having strong confidence that you can avoid war.
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Q.2 Do you think your country is a peaceful country?
Yes-27 No-11 Both-7

<American Delegation>
Both-5 Yes-8

-Democracy and liberty require peace.

-Because we attempt to gain peace through our actions in the long term.

-For the most part the U.S. is internally peaceful. Although there are some minor
domestic issues, there is nothing that could radically change the country. Externally the
U.S. acts as a kind of police force so they try to resolve disputes peacefully although
there are issues, which may require non-peaceful methods.

-I think it is more peaceful than some western countries, but racism still exists.

-The ideology of America, and the ideas of its army even, are peaceful in the sense that
they seek to avoid conflict and maintain relationships between countries.

No-9

-We have the largest military industrial complex in the world. We often use the threat of
aimed action to others.

-There is a lot of violence and poor people often they have to steal from others in order to
survive.

-We are too proud of being a conquering world power.

-No, because we have so many cultures all thrown together living under the same laws.
However, the U.S. isn’t too bad off.

<Japanese delegation>

Both-2 Yes-19

-I have never felt the threat of wars as a direct threat to my daily life.

-We live in "No war country" and we are not afraid of wars.

-1 believe that we have too many problems such as the proliferation of guns, hate crimes,
and massive inequality which prevent us from really feeling safe in our homes.

-We have a constitution, which has article 9.

-The crime rate is not very high.

No-2
-Many Japanese are not healthy physically and mentally because they have too much
stress in their busy and stressful lives.

Q.3 What do you associate with Hiroshima?

<American Delegation>

-End of WW2

-200,000 deaths

-Confusion, guilt, pain, fear, forgiveness, tension, shame, tragedy

-Confusion and misunderstanding

-Ruins and cancer

-A lesson to be learned by and for the rest of the world

-Rebuilding

-Confusion and frustration between two countries

-Question of moral acceptability and remorse

-The devastation and mass destruction that had so little to do with Japan, but rather
with international politics

-Loss of hope, shame, guilt, radiation (illness, physical pain, birth defects years later),
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struggle, paper cranes
-Bombing of Nagasaki, Pearl Harbor

<Japanese Delegation>

-Atomic bomb

-Okonomiyaki, Hiroshimayaki

-The place that symbolizes peace, a place where people remember WW II

-Blue sky, red flowers.

-Education focusing on war

-Nothing much. It was an event that took place in order to end the war, and every war
action is controversial.

-An enormous recovery

-Hiroshima Carp

-Aug.6

-Japanese Mafia

-Sorrows of war

-Anti-atomic bomb movements

Q.4 Have you ever had an opportunity to think deeply about peace?
<American Delegation>

-Church

-Holocaust Memorial in Boston

-Racism in the U.S.

-Kosovo and India-Pakistan has made me more aware of the violence, death, and distress
a war can cause

-At Japanese temples

-I think about "peace" everyday

-In elementary school (during the Cold War) there was much discussion about peace.

-In Israel

-In my classroom at the university

No

-Fortunately, I have never been in a situation that makes me truly appreciate peace, or
think deeply about that matter.

<Japanese Delegation>

-When I went to the country where the war happened and heard the stories of people who
experienced the war.

-In Japan, students must study about war and peace in regard to WW II, and after
Japanese "peace education" from elementary to high school.

-When I read the Japanese comic "Hadashi-no-Gen" in my elementary school.

-From a movie

-Yes, when I talked about it with my friends from a different country.

-Whenever I am alone

-There is a Memorial Day for Okinawa; June 23-this is called "irei-no-hi". This is the day
when the land-war in Okinawa was over in WWII. We usually watch TV programs or
have a lecture on this day.

-Yes, my parents, my grandparents and teachers in elementary, junior and high school
taught me about peace. Also some TV programs and movies helped me think about it.
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-We discussed "peace" and "war" in religion and ethics.
-Previous navy base

-Always, when going abroad (U.S.A., Thai)

-Yes, when I feel my family’s love.

-TV program
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