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The 56 Japan-America Student Conference Executive Committee
American Executive Co-Chairs Maiko Nakarai
Torin Martinez

I have often heard my elders lament about children today growing up without
heroes or role models. It is true — there is no Superman, Mother Teresa or Abraham
Lincoln in our present society. But while the public hero may no longer exist, I believe
each of us have role models; figures we revere, admire, and aspire to emulate.

Through my experiences, both as a delegate to the 55™ Japan-America Student
Conference (JASC) and as co-chair of the American Executive Committee of the 56™
JASC, I found my own heroes in the four founders of JASC. Confronted with steadily
deteriorating relations between Japan and the United States, our founders refused to sit
back and watch hopelessly as the world tumbled to disorder, but instead courageously
took initiative and achieved the unimaginable. I truly admire their dynamic vision,
unrelenting drive and motivation, ability to actualize change, and their unwavering
belief in their hopes, dreams and the noble cause they represented. I admire their
ability to prove that individuals can make a difference.

Over the course of its rich 70 year history, the Japan-America Student
Conference has indeed achieved its founders’ goal of improving relations between Japan
and the United States. The bilateral relationship has evolved from one of bitter
conflict to that of co-dependence and stability. Throughout the years, JASC has
promoted strong friendships across the Pacific, one individual at a time, and to this day
this foundation is further solidified every year. The founders of JASC are thus my
heroes, for their vision and drive gave rise to a program which has made an everlasting
impression and irreplaceable contribution to the U.S.-Japan relationship.

This year the Japan-America Student Conference celebrated its 70™ anniversary
under the conference theme, “Re-Evaluating the Japan-America Relationship: Civic
Commitment to Global Issues.” True to our theme, we dedicated countless hours to
re-evaluating not only the U.S.-Japan Relationship, but also the function, role and
current applicability of JASC. Through these discussions, I reaffirmed that despite
current favorable relations, our founders’ goal of constantly striving towards a better
bilateral relationship remains crucial. Delegates to JASC throughout the years have
thus remained conscious of this overarching objective of JASC, and it continues to
underlie every activity of the conference.
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I also realized that the true essence of JASC lies in the day-to-day experiences:
The meaningful as well as seemingly insignificant exchanges, the excitement and
frustrations, the roundtable discussions, panel discussions, field trips, receptions,
cultural activities, night-time conversations and activities, bus rides and meals. This
summer I saw 79 students representing different backgrounds, experiences, interests and
views come together to form one community. During the one month was an amazing
exchange of opinions, a blending of cultures, the collapse of stereotypes, myriad
struggles and achievements, sadness and joy. It was a give and take which challenged
each delegate to venture outside their comfort zones, to re-evaluate, accept and
appreciate individual similarities and differences. I believe these experiences left
everlasting impressions on all of us, and it is these experiences, newfound
understandings, and lifelong friendships which form the backbone of a strong
cross-cultural relationship.

Although the United States and Japan have already achieved a solid
relationship, the fundamental values of recognizing and appreciating differences that
JASC instills, and the bonds it creates, not only across the Pacific but today, across all
corners of the globe, are becoming increasingly important in our global community, one
which sadly s still confronted by conflict and tragedy.

It has been my honor and pleasure serving as co-chair of the 56" JASC
American Executive Committee. It is my hope that each of us will take what we have
learned during our month together, and as we return to our original communities, that
we become the role models and heroes of the generations to come.
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BHEHER  (BROKZFRFEEFFE)

LEEE (RMAKRFERFRT V7 KEFEF R ERBEGRFEER)

Lasantha Gunasekara (Cornell University)

Lauren Moss (Randolph-Macon Woman’s College)

Megumi Nakamura (Princeton University)

Nicholas Napalo (Wesleyan University)

Kristine Tyson* (Cornell University)
(1 =—F 4 K= — 2T

ERIIAABOHERICEAL TS AR, LL, ZTOHESERERIE TV E A OHERK
DEICHATETE LT, MEAR+0720 bICL VA b FEMbts 2@z L5 &
LTWS, £TRAVHITYH, A=V 7T 4 BBEEZEBRICA OBROELIRE THK 4 72
HEMERRELLO2OH D, FRBELFELRERBATLT AV I THLEREL TS,
LUABETIE, ZhH ARBROZB(ERADELTE, SO EREOHESERH 2 ELED,
BRTSFAEOHEMEIZER L, ZL T, BERLT AV O3k, HEFEL L LA
BH, MENEZ 2 HESMBEOMERIZONTERL TN,

101



A F

1. RPLAFrTa— (ERPMROIE YY)
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7H30H ®MEREH K Immigration Policy

7H 31 B RMEE(7 LA 7L 3172 ) Legal Issues Behind Same-Sex
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ExOEREEORERRZ 0T L. AEREZER LT,
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5, BRICBITARMERICRHTHIEZFOERNWELT, MAHEE) & VX MNKE) &
W) ZEHRBERCAT A TIZB T AL A—VIZOWTE LA, —FH. FELOESE
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Three years ago, sitting quietly in my Japanese class, I first heard the name
Japan-America Student Conference. I was intrigued by what I heard of its rich
history, prestigious nature, student led structure, and influential leaders who
had come from the program. Yet little did I know the next years of my life would
be marked and shaped by JASC; leading me across several nations, over ten
cities, and into the hearts and lives of hundreds. Between my time at the 55th
and 56th JASC I feel I have lived a lifetime; a lifetime full of defining

experiences, a lifetime of friendship and love.

JASC has been about many things for me. About being given extraordinary
opportunities to grow and learn in countless key areas of life. Through
roundtables, late night discussions, fields trips, guest speakers, and daily
interaction I expanded my understanding of the world in an assortment of
diversity ranging from gender issues to economic development. Every day
during JASC my thoughts and ideas were challenged, guiding me down the path
to developing myself and my opinions on life and the world. My experiences with
JASC greatly expanded my academic interests and gave me a new fervency for
learning and education. The people I met challenged me to be a better person, to
push myself towards greatness — moving past good things and into the realm of
great. Each friend I made through JASC left a piece of themselves in my heart. I
carry these with me on my journey through life; allowing the pieces to guide me

and give me strength during the storms of life.

Sometimes I have difficulty sorting the last few years out in my mind. Sensory

overload generally occurs when I try to take it all in at once. Each JASC
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conference is packed so tightly with events, discussions, receptions, and mostly
personal interactions that the risk is run of losing out on what is really taking
place. Blink and you might just miss how all the experiences were softly
growing you in new directions. During the conferences I could hardly sleep at
night, for I knew that people were discussing something somewhere, and I
wanted to be part of it. I wanted to live as much of life as possible, to live in a

place of no regrets.

People often ask me what JASC is, or what I did during my year in Japan
when I worked with seven other incredible students on planning the 56th JASC.
I have difficulty explaining it, for I do not think that JASC is a “thing” or “it”
that can be explained. What makes JASC amazing? The people. How can anyone
take over seventy unique, gifted, beautiful human beings and shape them into
any one “thing” and describe “it”? I know I cannot, nor would I want to. You see,
those pieces in my heart are ever expanding, they grow with me, and I never
want to place them in a box with a label. Perhaps one day in ten or twenty years
I will be able to fully explain, but for now I will continue to share my
experiences, giving others the same opportunity which I was given. Here’s to the

journey.
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