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The 57" JASC was about “Exploring the Roles and Possibilities of the
Japan-America Partnership.” For 30 days we met, traveled, discussed, read, debated,
thought and toured all in the name of exploration. We visited many significant
historical places such as temples, shrines, museums and memorials to learn about the
past and what was.  All this was part of an attempt to build a common foundation and
shared platform of ideas for discussion and learning. It helped provoke sincere thought,
consideration and dialogue among delegates across the international boundaries of
culture and language. 1 believe this month has inspired us to look back as well as
ahead to better evaluate our present circumstances and future potential.

During such an experience, many of us find it important to ask the question,
“What is the meaning of JASC?” This is an important question, but I believe it is best

asked from our current point of view—after the conclusion of the Conference. The
pace of the schedule is so fast throughout the month that it’s often days, weeks, maybe
even months after the Conference ends before reality sets in and we truly realize what
we have accomplished. We have done more things in our one month together than
many of our peers may ever do in their lives. We may not have ended up with a
lengthy document or report that people might browse and hide away on a shelf, but we
did establish bonds and have experiences together that will serve greater purpose than
any document could, both now and in the future.

Looking back on our last few days together, I recall feeling that the conclusion
of the Conference was bittersweet. It was hard to grasp the reality that the work the
57" EC was nearly complete. It was even harder to believe that our month together
was over and that we would soon be missing our roommates, roundtable members and
other JASC friends. Yet, these feelings were also a sign of something positive; that we
had succeeded in keeping JASC alive for another year and that we had truly achieved
the mission of promoting friendship and mutual understanding between people of our
two nations.  Although it is great that we were able to have an academic framework for
the month, I believe it is the bonds of friendship and the human network that will mean
the most to us in years to come.

In one final note, I would like to extend my appreciation to all those that
worked to make the 57" JASC possible: IEC and JASC, Inc. for their leadership and
oversight to ensure the continuation of JASC; my fellow members of the 57" Executive
Committee for their hard work and endurance to make it through the year; and the
members of the 57 delegation for their patience, enthusiasm and various efforts to
enjoy and improve JASC.  Finally, I would also like to offer thanks to all of our alumni
and outside supporters who made contributions to our Conference. Without their
donations of time, funds, meeting locations and other important contributions, JASC 57
could not have been so successful. It was truly my pleasure to have met you all and I
look forward to crossing paths many of you in the future.

Ashley Neeley
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Mr. Hunter McDonald
Ms. Anna Franekova

Mr. Lasantha Gunasekara
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Ms. Elspeth Spransy

Ms. Tina Toal

American Delegation
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Mr. Ken-Cheng Hsiang
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Harvard University
Harvard University
Cornell University
University of Chicago
University of Maryland
Eckerd College
Widener University
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Drake University
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Harvard University
Washington and Lee University
George Washington University
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International Relations

Humanities

Geography

International Business/Marketing
Geology

Sociology

Economics/East Asian Studies
International A ffairs
Anthropology

Durham Technical Community College History/Economics
University of California, Berkeley ~ Film Studies

Howard University
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Stanford University

Duke University
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Duke University
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University of California-Berkeley
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University of Puget Sound
Cornell University
University of Chicago
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University of North Texas
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University of Wisconsin-Madison
University of Washington
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Undeclared

Civil Engineering
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International Studies
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Sophomore
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Senior
Junior
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Japan Studies
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