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Dear Mr. President Barack Obama and Mr. Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda,

On March 11th, the Great Tohoku Earthquake and subsequent nuclear incident at the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant shook not only the nation of Japan, but also the hearts and
minds of people all over the world. The emotional aftershocks of this disaster are still affecting Japan
and are being felt throughout the global community. We, the representatives of the 63rd Japan-
America Student Conference (JASC), would like to extend a message from the entire delegation of 71
students in response to this urgent situation.

JASC, first held in 1934, is an annual student-run conference that promotes international
cooperation and strengthens the relationship between Japan and the United States. Despite
challenges and fears rising in the wake of the disaster, the delegation of the 63rd JASC has spent a
month in Japan discussing significant issues and striving for friendship and mutual understanding.
This year, the delegates of the 63rd JASC have created a special roundtable to reflect and comment
upon this disaster from a student’s perspective. Student voices are especially significant in this time
of recovery because our unrelenting curiosity helps provide a less biased understanding of the
complex issues surrounding this disaster. Furthermore, we offer a creative vision for the future, rather
than simply settling for damage control and the status quo. The full impacts of the nuclear disaster
are ongoing, and not fully understood. The timescale of recovery may extend beyond our lifetimes.
We represent the voice of the future and we care deeply about that future. The following are the

comments and suggestions crafted by the Disaster Relief Roundtable of the 63rd JASC, and represent
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the insights of the entire delegation.

The bilateral response to the March 11th disaster demonstrated strong solidarity between
Japan and the U.S. The U.S. Marine Corps’ “Operation Tomodachi” provided much needed disaster
relief almost immediately after the catastrophe. In addition, financial assistance has been strong
from the U.S. Many of our own American delegates of the 63rd JASC organized and/or participated
in fundraising efforts at their universities. These efforts have had a positive impact and have helped
move Japan towards recovery.

However, we feel there are lessons to be learned from the bilateral response to the Great Tohoku
Earthquake and that certain areas of the bilateral response could be improved on.

The first such area is emotional support for victims of disaster. We believe that
reconstruction must happen in both homes and hearts. Due to the strong, multi-faceted relationship
between Japan and the United States, the U.S. is in a unique position to provide emotional aid during
the long recovery process. An idea for a program that would leverage this strong relationship in order
to address the need for emotional support of victims would be to have the governments of Japan and
the United States work together to facilitate an exchange program for victims of disasters, particularly
young people in regions exposed to radiation.

The second area of disaster response we feel could be improved upon is the spread of
information both in the short-term and long-term following a disaster. In times of disaster, information
should be communicated reliably, accurately and quickly. In order to accomplish this, there should be
a centralized source that makes such information easily accessible. Also, information becomes much
more valuable when an outlet is provided to turn awareness into action. One specific program we
believe could provide improvement in both of these areas would be for the governments of Japan and
the United States to facilitate the creation of an online, navigable database of disasters. This database
would highlight the current needs for disaster relief and would make government and nongovernment
programs more accessible. Seekers of information would have a way to turn awareness into action,
not only for Japan, but for future disasters as well.

As student delegates of JASC, we are not currently in a position to realistically make our
suggestions into changes ourselves. We instead request that those presently in a position to make
a difference listen to our voices and make improvements in disaster response. During JASC, we
have built a close relationship between Japanese and American people. We hope that our countries
continue to foster this close relationship, and work together in solidarity far into the future especially

in times of great need.

Sincerely,
The 63rd Japan-America Student Conference

Disaster Relief Roundtable

Tkue Sasaki, Collin Cowdery, Yohei Ishikawa, Emma Tome, Minori Ito, Danielle Wilson, Chinami Sakuri,

Zachary Callaghan, Toshi Takeuchi, and Dan Jodarski
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