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Yuta Baba

Carleton College, History and Statisties, Class of 2019
I—T4H—F— 1 K@F1}
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Jon Foissotte

Johns Hopkins University, School of Advanced International Studies, Class of 2018
=T AF—E— BB b TERESC ST B MG LA 21T e Y X4 58S
TAYARMBIETEAR

Erin Norris

Northeastern University, International Affairs and Political Science, Class of 2019
I—FTAF—2— I - [=4 20 F4L=Fal) 74 BELTPE

HEoRB AR RS

Danyi Zeng
Smith College, Anthropology, Class of 2017
a—F4A—F— | b -1 o oEY HeEA0E L] aFE

Ehenneden Idehen-Amadasun
Franklin and Marshall College, Government, Class of 2018
I-F4F—F— HEFA b - [BALHECEY I LLoEE] 7R

Eric Mueller

University of Wisconsin-Madison, Political Science, Class of 2018

I=FA4F—F—= EHEYFA b R ICEHT 5 B o) o8&

Jennifer Lim

Northeastern University, Communications and Business, Class of 2017
a—F 4 Ah—F—: ZEY¥A b - [HHOGRE] e

Kaede Yoshioka

University of California, Berkeley, Chemical Engineering, Class of 2018
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Name

Kitanna Hiromasa
Carolyn Johnson
Christopher Koontz
MNgan Vo

Sarah Bernt

Jalika Ceesay

Nicolas Grigshy

Eduardo Luis
Herrera

Kassandra Diaz
Nicole McNevin
Hirotoshi Usu
Emika Owsuka
Carolyn Hoover
Jin Tanizaki
Do Xu

Jacques Chaumont
Xingshen Zhang
Christina Zhou
Ethan Mattos
Paola Resendiz
Stephanie Spear

Andrew Fischer

Emiyn Mio Lee-
Schalow

EvaMarie Olson

20

University
Washington and Lee University
Franklin and Marshall College

Wake Forest University

Shidler Callege of Business
at University of Hawaii at Manoa

Mortheastern University

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Shidler College of Business
at University of Hawaii at Manoa

Kalamazoo College

Washington University in St. Lowis
Wheaton College

University of California, Berkeley
Carleton College

Duke Umiversity

University of California, Berkeley
University of Rochester

Williams College

University of California, San Diego

University of California,
Los Angeles

Hobart and William Smith Calleges
Franklin and Marshall College

Yale University

Washington University in St. Louis
Rurgers University

Smith College

KEMSmE

Major

Economies and East Asian Swudies

History with a focus in East Asia

History and Japanese Language

Business

Political Science and International Relfation
Political Science and Asian Studies
Marketing and International Business

Political Science

Caognitive Neuroscience and Japanese Language

Anthropology and Urban Studies
Chemistry

Political Science and Sociology

Public Policy, Global Health and Japanese
Bioengineering

Englhsh

Statistics and Japanese

International Studies and Political Science
Biology

Public Palicy

Government

Astrophysics and Anthropology

Japanese Language and Culture
Marketing

East Asian Languages and Literature

2019

2017

2019

2018

2018

2018

2018

2019

2019

2018

2018

2020

2020

2018

2018

2018

2018

2017

2018

2019

2019

2019

2019

2019

City

City
Governance
Governance
Governance
Governance
Health
Health
Health
ldenlogy
Ideology
Ideology
Ideology
Media
Media
Media
Minority
Minaority
Minarity
Culture
Culture

Culture
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I found listening to the Okinawa

presentation in Kyoto and participating in
the follow-up presentation in Tokyo to be a
greatly rewarding experience. As a
participant in the presentation given during
the Final Forum, I chose to focus on an
American perspective, especially with
regards to the importance of Okinawa to
the American military and the fact that
Okinawa was won by the United States
during the Pacific War. I emphasized the
fact that, while World War Il ended over
seventy years ago, the current situations of
military bases and national defense in Japan
are direct consequences of the events
during and in response to the war. I chose
to express that, while many Japanese people
have various problems with the American
military presence in Okinawa, the bases
there are enormously important for the
security of both Japan and other U.S. allies
in the region given the impending threats of
North Korea and, perhaps, China. With the
emergence of these new threats, [ am
curious as to whether Japanese individuals’
opinions regarding Okinawa will change.
Although I am not sure what those that
attended the Final Forum thought of the
perspective that I chose to take, | hope that
it widened their understanding of the issues

at stake. (Andrew Fischer)
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1 am delighted that the 69th Japan-America Student Conference is being held in Japan.

HORSE A 2513 1934 B 2 FMG L TLOK, B0FELU EboREChi Y, WEOHE
R L Ko icml e hcntd, ffic. HEEEO%EAG S, F—~PHEED®
EHOEEAXHA - bOF T\, 3#MIcbAY, MAlicHEGERXbL, TELARLH
TFCeick . RIEAEES HANEOEHOMZMC 45 2 L, HAMERE X b5
DT EEHOREIERIBLE-TET,

For over 80 years, since its inception in 1934, the Japan-America Student Conference,
JASC, has been contributing to mutual understanding and friendship between our two
countries. In particular, JASC has strengthened the ties among young people from both
countries who lead the next generation, as the participating students of the two countries
manage the Conference themselves, including through selecting discussion themes and
visiting sites by their own, engage in serious discussions, and spend fulfilling time together
for three weeks. This program has served as a big bridge to consolidate further the

relationship between Japan and the United States,

FEDHKFEDEO 7T -1k, [C2EL, AXHS, ~ifiBoLftarbEEh s
RETE~ : Self and Society: Sharing Perspectives and Inspiring Action | & fdl > T ¥4, fAid,
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o LB e S L 2L TwE 3, S0lIcHE 69 MEllz 5 HAEELHEA
SOMERPHEEEO D X ) 2o fic KECHBRL W LIS 2HL LA,

I understand that the theme of this year's Conference is "Self and Society: Sharing
Perspectives and Inspiring Action." I sincerely hope that the students of both countries will
share values and show mutual respect while developing wonderful discussions filled with
intellectual curiosity. It goes without saying that the history of JASC itself, which now
celebrates its 69th occasion, has contributed greatly to the sharing of such values between the

two countries.
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This year's participants will visit Kyoto, Ehime, Mie, and Tokyo. These are ideal locations
for them to develop discussions with history, culture, freedom, and innovation in mind. I
hope that the students from both countries will experience diverse culture and environment
through their discussions and share different values among themselves, and continue to bear

fruit in the future as they have in the past.

AL&HDO OB-0G D %4 i3, BHEE, HEMEICBWIERCERILTWE ST, Z0H,
¥EHE:HEAOF W Fho¥Em Y 2@Em 2@ T, HoREEE L L bC, Hil Wi
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Today, the alumni of JASC play active roles in various fields in both countries. It is my
hope that this summer every one of the participating students from both the US and Japan
will cultivate true friendships through inspiring discussions and grow further as flag bearers

to open up a new era.
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August 7, 2017
Shinzo Abe

Prime Minister of Japan
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Body and mentality is closely related.

From this idea based upon Zen culture, we
can see how Japanese predecessors thought.
Hearing what the diverse Japanese and
American delegates learned from
"mindfulness" made me realize how diverse
opinions can be.

We do not usually concentrate on our



body, posture and breath, so this time when
we got to focus on these three became a

very valuable time. (Eduardo Luis Herrera)
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Seeing and learning from the Chado

demonstration was an unforgettable
experience. It was amazing to see the
intimacy and heart-to-heart connection
between the host and guests when they are
brought together to share sweets and
connect with nature through chado. As
American delegates, we witnessed the
subtlety of how Japanese culture fosters an
appreciation of seasons, nature, and
community. When I read the plan of JASC
first, the sentence “tea ceremony
experience in Ura-Senke Konnichian” made
me extremely excited. | started practicing
Ura-Senke tea ceremony from April, so

Konnichian is a sacred place for me. Today,

83
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August 8th, is one of my most important
days during JASC term.

When the same movements as my usual
practice were made by professionals of tea
ceremony, they looked very refined. Also, I
feel it really interesting when explanations
of those were made in English, because [ got
used to hear them in Japanese in everyday
life. Now, thanks to that precious event that
may not be possible in my lifetime, I get
more enthusiastic to do my best in JASC.
Thank you so much. (Kassandra Diaz, Jalika

Ceesay)
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By participating in Noh through either

song or dance, we were able to create a

lasting memory of our experience. Also, we
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learned that a subtle tilt in a Noh mask can
completely change a character's facial
expression. For example, a mask can be
happy if it is tilted up or sad if it is tilted
down. These kinds of small details can truly
evoke the imagination of the audience.

(Jacques Chaumont)
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It was a privilege to be on the Kyoto
Forum's Globalization Panel with such
impressive experts. Their valuable input
really helped me to expand my own ideas
and develop a deeper understanding of
Kyoto's culture on a global scale. The most
important thing I learned is that tradition
and innovation can coexist and that it is the
responsibility of each generation to
interpret what this means. (Carolyn

Hoover)
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[ The epidemic diseases have been
pervading in the nation, and millions of
people are suffering... |
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During our homestay experience, we not
only felt the impact of decades of
cross-cultural exchange between Japan and
the U.S., but were also able to be a part of
that process. Whether through a
demonstration of hula with the performance
of a Japanese instrument or sharing a
Japanese meal with a side of garlic cheese
bread, we felt that we were contributing to
the creation of history, one step at a time.

(Nicole McNevin, Stephanie Spear)
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We had a very fruitful discussion with
local people in Seiyo. There are several
issues happening in this agricultural rural
area. First of all is the population problem
as young people tend to move to bigger
cities for better education and jobs.

Second is the disconnect between local

government and local citizens cause the

A4 Aot 0FHES - B -

facilities are built without citizens'
feedbacks. We really appreciate this chance

to understand the issues from local people's

perspectives. (Ngan Vo)
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Ehime was the place which gave me the clear vision of what "human warmness” is. From
discussion, I felt the strong bound of local community. Also, I was surprised that people in
Ehime tend to come back to their hometown even if they go out for a while. With its
astonishing scenery, local culture that people cherish, the relaxing atmosphere and attractive
people, I definitely agree that the place will continue attracting people, and I caught a

glimpse about what a "fruitful life” is. (Ethan Mattos)
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I found our stay in Ehime to be both enjoyable and informative. The Ehime prefecture

demonstrated a perfect balance of modernity and tradition, blending the beauty of Japanese
nature and culture with urban revitalization, as we saw in our visit to Matsuyama City where
we were able to explore a newly renovated shopping arcade, but also traditional sites such as
Dogo Onsen and Matsuyama Castle. After my visit I feel as if I gained a greater appreciation
for Japanese culture that could not be experienced in urban areas such as Tokyo. (Ethan
Mattos)
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As a likely attraction on the top places to
visit, [se Shrine turned out unexpectedly
ordinarily beautiful. The most enjoyable
part of walking through Ise Shrine was
contemplating the juxtaposition of sunlight
through the trees and the symbolism of
rebuilding the shrine every 20 years. As well,
coming from a city life, the nature of the
surroundings resonated. (Duo Xu, CeCe

Johnson)
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Because economic development and
urbanization was heavily prioritized it
became something that Japan is proud of.
But in the past, this became an issue
because of the pollutants that were
produced. This helped us understand that
innovation considerate to the environment
is important to preserving the world that we

live in. (Jin Tanizaki, Stella Zhang)
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The Mie site was very insightful into
very unique aspects of Japanese culture.
From visiting and learning about the
Isepinguu shrine and the impact of
Shintoism on Japanese culture, to visiting
Ama-san at their huts and enjoying

delicious seafood with them, Mie was truly a



site of rich Japanese culture.

[t really struck us that high school
students were heavily involved in every
experience we had here at Mie, whether it
be in the form of a guided tour, or casually
making "Renbazuru”, a type of origami
unique to this area. Seeing how eager the
younger generation is to step in and help in
preserving and sharing local culture, gave us
a glimmer of hope that should be made an
example to all. (Emyln Lee-Schalow, Sarah

Bernt)
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It was memorable time talking to
wonderful alumni. T am thankful to realize
all the supports to allow us to gather at one
place. With that in my mind, I would like to
keep working hard for the rest of the

conference as well, (Christina Zhou)
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Mr. Takeshita's presentation on the
state of the modern Japanese workplace,
parlayed into his own experiences working
in the Japanese mass communication
industry was an engaging look at topics of
great importance in today’s society,
highlighting what he believes to be several
cultural shifts between the older
generations in Japan and people our own
age. Of particular interest was his
perspective on the importance of
journalistic integrity in the age of the
internet, especially given the national
discussion following the most recent
American presidential election. Following
his lecture, the delegation had the privilege
of attending the diversity panel, which
seemed to offer several varied perspectives
on the various qualities of the lives led by
individuals from certain groups in both
Japan and America. Hearing about the
experiences of Mrs. Chin, as well as those of
four of our fellow delegates was a unique

opportunity for the delegation to access
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insights to which we may not have
otherwise been privy, and it certainly
offered food for thought in the ensuing
discussion period. (Nicolas Grigsby,

Christopher Koontz)
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In a lecture by a diplomat, I talked about



the attitude of doing work for the nation
and the people, not specific political parties
and regimes. It was a very valuable
experience to know how to face diplomars’
occupation,

Also, by seeing the photographs and
diagrams of the trends of US Consulates,
Legislative Embassies, and Embassies since
Harris on the corridors of the embassy, |
realized again that the relationship between
Japan and the US has a long history.

It was an important factor in thinking
about Japan-US relations in the future.

(Paola Resendiz)
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Through our visit to the U.S. Embassy, |
found myself questioning my assertions
about certain security and domestic issues
between the U.S. and Japan alliance. Due to
the small group discussions, [ was able to
listen to various perspectives from both
sides, American and Japanese delegates,
that challenged my own way of thinking.

This discussion truly provided me with

an insight that | will further like to
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communicate to other people who have less
knowledge about these perspectives on the
U.S. and Japan alliance issues. (Andrew

Fischer)
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We had so much discussion time with
our own roundtables, so being able to
present and show the rest of the delegation
everything we had worked on was really
rewarding. On the flip side, we were able to
see our friends present on their roundtahle
topics, which was not only enlightening but
made me really proud of the delegation as a
whole. The journey to final forum and final
forum itself were two experiences that

changed us as people. (Kitanna Hiromasa)
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Minority RT is more than a RT to me, as | have established strong bonds and lasting
friendships with its members. However, it didn't start out all friendly and cozy. In fact,
Minority RT was a strange and uncomfortable place for me in May, when five members
(including the RT coordinator) met for the first time in person. It's hard to describe why I
felt that way, perhaps it was because of our differences in backgrounds and subsequent ways
we viewed the world around us. We did have a few things in common, as each and one of us
has strong and peculiar personalities, and ironically shared the sense of caution towards each
other.

Ayano lived in Kyushu and Naoki lived in Hokkaido, so it was rather hard for us to gather
everybody together. | somehow got close with Naoki and Kumi, and the three of us would
have prolonged late night phone calls. Our call would start from 10pm, last deep into the
night, starting off with a topic related to minority. but then spin off talking about our families,
relationships, future plans, philosophy, and random things in our daily life until someone
would fall asleep on the other side of the phone. We were a lonely bunch, wanting to share,
but still kept a certain distance. It was almost like we wanted the other people to understand
what we were thinking without saying it out loud. I also wanted to get to know Ayano and
Mari better, but I didn't really know how.

In July we decided to have a RT sleepover in Tokyo for a weekend, we booked an airbnb
and stayed near Asakusa. On the first night, we decided that in order to get to know each

other better and truly “break the ice,” we would have 1 on 1 conversations in separate rooms,
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and rotate after 30mins. I thought | wouldn't have lasted more than five minutes with Mari,
but we ended up talking for more than an hour, and so did all the other conversations that
happened that night. Laughs were exchanged and tears were shed, some conversations stuck
and some didn’t, but the mutual feeling of understanding and empathy were shared. [ don’t
think I've ever tried this hard to talk with and listen to somebody in my life, the experience
that night was somewhat tiring yet fascinating, stressful yet emancipating.

One can never wish to understand another without sincere dialogue, time and effort sat
down listening and probing at another’s stories, emotions, and values. But in this time and
age, such effort often appears luxurious if not futile. JASC provided us with time and a
platform that was so precious and rare and oh boy did we use it for experimentation. While
our RT’s discussion was centered around questions such as “What is a ideal society,” and
“How can we achieve empathy towards others,”our RT members, through our short but
eventful 4 months together, have demonstrated an answer of our own. The road ahead is long
and full of darkness, even within the main conference of JASC, I've personally experienced so
much miscommunication, misunderstanding, distrust, and sadly relationships that were
beyond repair. But thanks to Minority RT I retain hope, hope that people are capable of
empathy and understanding, and that there will be beautiful and important people there for

you in times of need, and things will turn out alright.
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