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As one whose own first involvement in Japan-US
relations was under the auspices of the Japan-America
Student Conference in 1939, | can tell you honestly that it was
one of my formative events of my lifetime. Having stood in
your shoes more than fifty years ago, | sincerely hope that you
- will take full advantage of your participation in JASC.

SN
A=A XYV Iv—RK
( TP AVNEREEHRE-1951FE8ME )

| had had little opportunity, in the post-war period, to
meet and exchange views informally with Japanese people. The
Japan-America Student Conference provided that opportunity,
and from it came many valuable new perspectives on Japanese
culture and society. It was also at that time that my interest
was awakened in Japanese artistic and aesthetic traditions,
and appreciation which remains with me to this day. 3
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We may all agree that 2020 has been a year of challenges for both
the U.S. and Japan, as well as the entire international community. The
coronavirus has exposed the vulnerabilities of the political and economic
systems in both nations. Tensions between the U.S. and China also pose
challenges to the U.S.-Japan alliance. Our theme, “Reflect, Reconnect,
Rebuild: Standing Resilient and Rising Towards Bilateral Harmony” en-
compasses the role and the hope for the future leaders of the U.S. and
Japan in a post-covid world. Rather than seeing the challenges as a
burden, JASC 73 hopes to see them as the opportunity to grow and
change for greater good. For the sake of achieving stability, prosperity,
and peace in Asia and across the globe, it is crucial for the U.S. and
Japan to further develop our relationship in order to resolve diplomatic

-. and economic issues, protect national security, and cooperate on
KEWETESR sciences and technologies. JASC 73 is an opportunity for students to
Nanase Hayami reflect on the past as well as the present, reconnect with the greater
Bowdoin College, Maine  world, and rebuild a stronger friendship between the U.S. and Japan
that will lead to an alliance with constant cooperation and collaboration
in a global context.
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and growth inducing experience. Despite the challenges associated
with COVID-19, the execution of the conference was impressive,
coordinating interesting activities and knowledgeable speakers.
Pushing my limits intellectually and providing me insights on various
topics such as media, culture, environmentalism, and other important
subjects | was able to learn from and challenge the viewpoints of my
American and Japanese peers. Through these discussions | felt | was
able to forge long-lasting bonds with my fellow delegates. Those weeks
spent learning and bonding with my peers have impacted how | view
the world more than | could have imagined before applying to JASC.

Michael Kleinlercher
State University of New York at Geneseo
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