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Name College/University Major Class
Dylan Cain Duke University Visual Arts and Japanese 2023
Kaede Ishidate Harvard University Government and East Asian Studies | 2023
Wren Markley Washington and Lee | Japanese Language and Literature 2023
University
Lainie Acktaz Carnegie Mellon Psychology and Japanese 2024
Young University
Ivy Sun Duke University Asian and Middle East Studies 2024
Eden Davenport | Lesley University Global Studies and Art Therapy 2023
Risa Mori University of Communication and Asian American | 2023

California, Santa
Barbara

Studies
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Nicholas Nguyen | Washington and Lee | Computer Science 2023 | Tech
University
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Melody Lau University of Arizona | Ecology and 2022
Evolutionary Biology,
East Asian Studies
(Cultural Emphasis)
Ayano Nakamura | Bates College Sociology 2023
Helen Cecile Lewis and Clark Asian Studies 2022 Social
Nowatka College
Trey Roark Wake Forest B.S. Statistics 2024
University
Haruka Satake George Washington Asian Studies 2025
University
Krislyn Massey University of North International Studies: 2023 Taboo
Texas National Security and
Diplomacy/Japanese
Mary Heisler University of Arizona | East Asian Studies 2022
Sarina Vachhani | California Business Administration | 2024
Polytechnic State
University
Elisabeth(Liz) University of Geological Engineering | 2023
Brown Wisconsin
Andria Gazda Orange Coast College | Mathematics 2025 Future
Nico Guillen Washington East Asian Language 2024
University in St. and Culture (Japanese),
Louis Finance
Shun Sakai Duke University Electrical Engineering 2025
and Computer Science
Chinatsu Kato University of Global Studies 2023 Global
California, Berkeley
Olivia Doyle Ambherst College History; Asian 2022
Languages and
Civilizations
Charles University of Public Policy, Japanese | 2025
Campbell Verginia
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Adam Riley University of International Public 2024
Wisconsin-Madison | Affairs
Levi Cannon Vassar College Asian Studies/History 2025 Educatio
n&
Ashley Xia Washington and Lee | Global Politics and 2024 Media
University Japanese
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Annapolis as the third and final JASC 74 site was a somewhat
last-minute change from the initially intended site of San Francisco. This
was due to a variety of cascading factors, but primarily due to limited
budgeting. Due to the high cost of the other sites, the effect of inflation on
prices, and the weakened position of the Yen to US dollar, the executive
committee needed to adapt its plans and eventually chose Annapolis as the
third and final site.

By the time the Annapolis proposal was brought to the table, much of
the limited budget had already been allocated between the other two sites.
To some extent, this was unavoidable as both prior sites were also in rather
costly cities. This budgeting crisis was unfortunately exacerbated and came
to pass due to compartmentalization and unilateral decision making among
the site planning groups. Most fortunately however, the IEC and ISC were
able to help the executive committee acquire additional funds during the
program in order to realize their goals for the site. For this, the delegates
and executive committee express their deepest gratitude.

A lesson learned in the planning process that should be passed
forward is to keep in mind that everyone must work together at all times,
communicate between groups, and avoid complacency, and exclusionary or
myopic strategic visions. Furthermore, going forward as inflation continues
to increase, economic factors which may affect the budget need to be
monitored. On one hand, an argument can be made that the cost of the
conference needs to increase, but on the other hand that would
unfortunately have a potential negative effect on the diversity of the
conference and limit who may have access. We advise vigilance and due
diligence by all executive committee members with regard to every aspect of
budgeting going forward. We were quite lucky in the end, as the activities
that took place during the Annapolis site were a success due to the
enthusiasm of delegates, and the support of the IEC and ISC.

We were able to visit and be graciously hosted by the Annapolis Naval
Academy, where delegates and US naval officer candidates were able to
candidly discuss security ideas and strategic concepts between the US and
Japan, and their relation to China, North and South Korea, and other major
powers in the pacific region.

Interspersed with sightseeing, a BBQ picnic, and other group bonding
activities, other programs included: a panel discussion on drug policy and
legislative policy, an Ainu information program led by a delegate, a media
forum, and an open youth forum discussion. The final event at the end of the
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conference was the Final Forum where joint presentations were made by all
delegates.

A final private reflection was held, followed by a small goodbye party
before all delegates and executive committee members dispersed for the
end of the conference.
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Lainie Acktaz Young* (Carnegie Mellon University, Psychology and Japanese)

Krislyn Massey (University of North Texas, International Studies: National Security and
Diplomacy/Japanese)

Mary Heisler (University of Arizona, East Asian Studies)

Sarina Vachhani (California Polytechnic State University, Business Administration)
Elisabeth(Liz) Brown (University of Wisconsin, Geological Engineering)
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The Taboo round table in JASC 74 was inspired by a previous RT in
JASC 26 by the name of “sex, drugs, and rock-and-roll”. Initially the
response to seeing the archived JASC 26 RT was comical. It sounded like a
joke and just seemed like something amusing. However, upon reflection and
discussion we asked ourselves, what was the purpose of that RT, what
could it have accomplished? We re-tooled the idea around the concept of
“Taboos”. The dictionary defines taboo as “a social or religious custom
prohibiting or restricting a particular practice or forbidding association with a
particular person, place, or thing.” and “prohibited or restricted by social
custom.”

Taboos are reflective of a society, but can vary across cultures, and
time periods. What is considered taboo can tell us a lot about a society, how
it functions, what values exist, and how different groups of people can be
impacted when a taboo potentially empowers one group, while
disempowering another. As well as shifts in Taboo’s over time. What once
was common practice may presently be a Taboo, and the inverse is also
true that some things which were once Taboo are no longer considered as
such. The analysis of self and others, across cultures, and societies would
be the cornerstone of this RT. Not to provide solutions to problems, but
rather to promote understanding, exploration and discussion through various
lens’ of human behavior, politics, sociology, policy making, psychology,
media, anthropology and history, as well criminology. To see what is hidden,
and dare to ask why.

The mission for the Taboo RT was to create a safe environment to
have difficult discussions about uncomfortable or sensitive topics in order to
broaden our understanding of the world around us, as well as understand
aspects of ourselves which may have been previously unexplored. The
popularity of the Taboo RT among applicants was surprising, and personally
| think is reflective of the sort of discussions that are important to youth, and
their desire to explore and express themselves, while openly questioning the
status quo without bias or judgment.

Each week a new topic would be decided by a member of the RT on a
rotating basis. The topic and supplementary learning materials would be
provided a week ahead of time by the appointed topic leader, and the next
week we would have an open discussion about the specific Taboo.

Weekly topic examples are as follows:
e  Vengeance (Retribution) in societies versus notions of
Justice
° Body Integrity Identity Disorder. - Social and Ethical
considerations.
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e  Toxic Masculinity, Toxic Femininity — Social pressures and
expectations

e  Lookism — Judgement vs Discernment

e Racial and Ethnic Conspiracies — Exploring the depth and
roots of Korean conspiracies in Japan, and Jewish conspiracies in
America.

e Infidelity — Human sexuality and Emotional/Social Constructs
and contracts

e Violence — a general history of the world and society
progressing through force

e  Suicide

° Sex, and alternative lifestyles

e  Drugs — Differences in culture and purpose for usage
globally

e  Eugenics and Euthanasia — Social ethics, medical ethics

e Religious Cults

e  Police — controversies in law enforcement. Necessary or
Obsolete?

The Taboo Round Table found success in enthusiastic ongoing
discussions, and was able to open itself up to outside RT’s as well for cross
discussion. The final forum presentation by the Taboo RT consisted of a
game for all delegates to engage in where they could examine their
awareness and understanding of taboos, followed by a more formal
presentation about sensitive discussion topics centered around perspectives
about the American military bases in Okinawa.

As the JEC coordinator for this round table | wish to express how
proud | am of all the delegates involved, and their hard work and
contributions. It would not have been possible without them, and | am
grateful to have been a part of it.
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Dylan Cain* (Duke University, Visual Arts and Japanese)
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Ashley Xia (Washington and Lee University, Global Politics and Japanese)
HI=m—T 4= =% )

97



[RTHE %]

MR ETIE AT AT BB ICE DL B L KIEL TWDDH, Fioif
DI T, BEEZT DR HIIAT 4T EED IS TNDEDNEN
IZLETEITHEM LT, ZTWOAT AT LT, bR AT ICBITHE
Y — L ELTHWTWAT LY MRl 55 MEE R, Y=oy b AT ¢
TIREMRINNG DT, FBE LI, FIRNICRS T, FESCHUKEH D
DALY FT CAEEICDI> TRt b OITEIRCT A7 T 4T 41T %

226 DIZEWVIRIRIZNL > TVD, HHWPDHAT 4T "BIROFBFIZK
ETRE AT T EBLTCERBEAINIDHLWEEOHY FaRsZLaik

Tz,

[ﬁmaaﬁﬁ/ﬁbm/ﬁ]

BIZ1E, A T4 ETHARUSINE DI—T 42 T E{ToT-, YRS
WICEBE BRI TEBY AZEAE DENCHORTHTE DS INE ) RF
;%a@ hboTe, ZINE ORBICLDHFES LB B XbIThi, 7

AIZIENHKH RE DO 2 DT W1 OB ETFTHITHZEN T,

[ -7 7]
OHEBXATAT
AT AT RHBELE DI TD)
AT AT EHBEOHE R
OIMAFT 4T RIF 1 %A T
AT AT AME DRG0
AT AT ARG NG 2 D545
ORXILHGEXH B —E X
OlIZED 1 %FH5 AT
BB B L HE OB O Te
HEBFICBITAHRINLT ey I X
HEICBITHHROHONLEM
KR FEDFAPE
OGIGARY — L AEAR
ONHK A AE X0 oo RE7-5H | OIS
OAT4TVT T —

(AEZE T 7 AT N T H—FTLTORENE]

98



R K2 DT AR DT T T AT RO EEEAT 4T
WZDOWT, BRET AV I ENENTHBE 2T TEBMENENEND
SRR LT LB b I, AR DHBEAT AT BB T _REEEIRL
77

[#a+5]

BB RITAERR Y I — B LT, 2MEEANORBRICEXZE O Gk
T5H#ELS> TN, FUEHBEAT AT IRTA—T 4 X=X —EHDDHIT
HI=o> TR B F2oAT A T RIS T ik 2 £ > T bl Tlid/s
L BIMEIZH RO e o7, BoRaEEREL, EHREIASIZESTD
FRARD ZE AL ORI TR A TNT=SINE -5 138k & (2B R O
ZHh, DA EL T, 2N TORBRAENIZH 27BN T HEF )
[(AF 4T 1ZNENOEY O TEZEZERD TRLKNEEY LB HH LD
DEIETHBHIZENTE:, DRV a—TFT 4R —H—TliLIdH -7, iz
FFE 2T U<z B ARM4% . 7 A A28 DB INFE N IL 0L BRGHE L
W5,

99



(e — SV AT AL FENBAE |5 B2

[FE A v r—]

W BEE (AR AR A FREOR R R)
T s (EBRSEEEOTE R

85 A (EIFREE R B EE )
EE A GLBORFAESED)

KP BEF GRACKRZRESE)

Kaede Ishidate* (Harvard University, Government and East Asian Studies)
Chinatsu Kato (University of California, Berkeley,Global Studies)
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Nigel Gibbs
Jim Fry
Steve Herman
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NHK General Bureau for America, Bureau
Chief
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NHK Washington Bureau, Bureau Chief
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