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“Upholding Dignity: Bilateral harmony through respectful dialogue”
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During the three-day Spring Camp from 4-6 May, twenty-eight delegates of the 77th
Japan-America Student Conference converged in Tokyo for our first face-to-face encounter,
determined to test the theories we had exchanged through glowing screens.

The camp carried a dual mandate: sharpen proposals for the Japan-US Business Strategies
RT and forge the trust indispensable to candid transpacific dialogue.

Expectancy hushed the three-hour-long opening photo shoots, yet restraint dissolved and
the instant debate began. Delegates were quick-thinking, candid, and hungry for sparks that
leap from minds colliding. As a salvo of arguments ricocheted, my own assumptions cracked,
letting cleaner light pour through.

Our schedule blended rigor with delight. RT forced us to refine questions, disagree
productively, and distill two days of debate into a joint presentation. Beyond those walls, we
roamed Yoyogi’ s backstreets, swapped jokes, and sealed friendships over drizzled gelato.

The self-introduction program, though simple, uncovered facets of people I thought I knew
and set an emotional baseline for deeper nighttime sessions. By the second evening, talk was
no longer tentative; it truly flowed, mixing challenges, references, and laughter long after
laptops had shut down.

Day two intensified the rhythm. We tightened frameworks, rehearsed slides, and
discovered the peculiar exhaustion only unbroken dialogue delivers. Over Haitian curry,
several of us confessed half-serious doubts about our thoughts; the admission felt less like
weakness and more like permission to experiment.

Another highlight was the alumni greeting, where thirty-three graduates spanning
generations and professions shared stories of policy work, journalism, entrepreneurship, and
art.

Their refrain, “Once a JASCer, always a JASCer,” carried weight I had not anticipated.
Having moved often, I rarely feel an anchor; seeing this program endure convinced me its
network can become one.

The final day crowned our effort. Each RT stood before the cohort to articulate questions,
evidence, and tentative recommendations, proud yet humble in knowing this was only the
first checkpoint. A trace of self-critique trailed me offstage, but I believe our presentation
captured the ripe fruit of Spring Camp and outlined seeds for further growth.
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Equally important were the quieter lessons. I discovered the generative power of
exhaustion, the clarity born after thirty minutes of honest, sometimes abrasive, dialogue.
Once, I caught myself replying too swiftly; an instinctive retort that may have obscured
richer inquiry.

The lapse nudges me toward disciplined listening, a reminder that reflection often
outpaces reaction. I learned that intellectual rivalry and genuine care can reinforce each
other. Above all, I sensed how swiftly a dispersed group can breathe as a truly single
organism when given space to eat, walk, and laugh together.

These insights will travel with us to the summer conference, where each site will demand
sharper analysis and broader perspectives. I leave Spring Camp with renewed curiosity,
fortified resolve, and a belonging I did not foresee.

Thanks to every delegate, to alumni who underscored our lineage, and to the Executive
Committee—especially Shiho, Masato, and Haruka—whose persistence untangled logistical
thorns.

An unshakable conviction remains: the conference ahead will not merely succeed; it will
flourish, because those who will shape it have already begun.
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The study program in the Philippines was a truly remarkable opportunity to broaden the
delegates' perspectives on international diplomacy through firsthand engagement and
cultural exchange.

The program began in high spirits. Delegates gathered early at Narita Airport, passports
and boarding passes in hand, amid an electrifying atmosphere of excitement. After a smooth
check-in, the delegates split into their respective roundtables to explore the terminal before
boarding their flight to Manila. During the flight, some enjoyed local Filipino cuisine, like
beef adobo served by Cebu Pacific, while others passed the time in eager anticipation. Upon
arrival, they were welcomed warmly at the hotel and the delegates formed cross-roundtable
groups for dinner and exchange, where many of these groups found themselves diving
straight into Filipino culture with their first taste of Jollibee's famous chicken and gravy
sauce.

The second day was centered on learning and dialogue. At the University of the
Philippines, delegates attended a lecture on Japan-Philippines relations and national
security, joined by graduate students in the field. Over lunch, they broke into smaller groups
for discussion, forming meaningful connections through shared insights and cultural
exchange. The day concluded with a visit to JICA, reinforcing the program's diplomatic
focus.

Day three was more hands-on. In partnership with nonprofit ACTION, the delegates
visited a slum area, engaging with local children through games and conversation. Laughter
and joy echoed through the alleyways, even as the visit shed light on the deep-rooted
societal challenges many families face. This was followed by a courtesy visit to the Japanese
Embassy, where the Ambassador shared his views in a Q&A session, accompanied by
informal exchanges with embassy staff over the Filipino delicacy of cheese bread at the
reception.

On the final day, some delegates took morning walks or visited local cafes before
departure. During the ride to the airport, each delegate shared their reflection on their most
memorable moments and how the experience had expanded their view of the world. At the
terminal, souvenirs were bought and final memories made before returning to Japan.

This program offered an invaluable opportunity to encounter the realities of
Japan-US-Philippines relations, security issues, and international cooperation beyond the
scope and depth of any textbook. We are sincerely grateful to everyone who made this
opportunity possible.
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At the National Defense Academy of Japan, a cadet had a brief but impactful two-day
experience hosting participants of the Japan-America Student Conference (JASC). This
encounter provided a much-needed break from the highly structured and often insular
environment of the Academy, offering a chance for deep personal reflection.

The JASC participants' simple question, "Why did you choose to enter the Academy?"
compelled the cadet to reconnect with their original motivation, which had been
overshadowed by daily routines. The participants' clear sense of purpose, whether in
academic or personal pursuits, challenged the cadet to live with greater intention.
Discussions on international security and leadership, featuring diverse viewpoints from
backgrounds in law, politics, and economics, sharpened the cadet's own critical thinking and
highlighted the value of intellectual diversity.

Beyond formal debates, casual conversations about student life and hobbies reminded the
cadet that, despite their different paths, they were all young people sharing similar hopes and
uncertainties. This realization underscored that leadership is built not just in formal settings
but also through genuine personal connection.

Ultimately, this brief meeting left a lasting impression, reaffirming the cadet's purpose and
enriching their perspective on leadership, diversity, and personal growth.
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The Kansai region is very unique, as Kyoto is a well-known site for traditional culture
while Osaka serves as a hub of innovation, entertainment, and business. The program
commenced in Kyoto, where we received inspiring remarks from many JASC supporters,
including the Prime Minister, Ishiba, who heightened our sense of responsibility. By
reflecting on the program’ s history, I learned how strongly students ninety years ago
dedicated themselves, in their capacity as students, to serving as a bridge between the two
nations, and I once again felt the weight of the responsibility to carry on their legacy. At the
Kyoto site, we engaged in many experiences that allowed us to feel the richness of traditional
culture. One particularly memorable moment was the lecture by Ms. Koyama, the founder
and CEO of PIECES OF JAPAN Co. She recognised the potential for passing down the
culture of traditional crafts to audiences abroad and has been promoting beautiful Japanese
traditions, such as kintsugi, which emphasise cherishing and continuing to use objects, by
offering programs for foreigners. When I asked her about the significance of continuing to
create high-end items like traditional crafts by hand, she explained that while she plans to
mechanise part of the process by establishing facilities capable of handling the entire
production process, it is interesting that, as people grow older, they tend to find more value
in expensive items that convey a sense of human warmth rather than in inexpensive goods.
This resonated with me deeply, and I came to understand its meaning a little more through
my experiences with the tea ceremony and Noh theatre. For example, although the tea
ceremony has many set manners, I realised that in fact, its techniques have been refined over
hundreds of years by our predecessors and handed down to the present day, serving as a
source of comfort, nostalgia, and new conversation for many people. This made it very
appealing to me. As I belong to the “Technology, Ethics, and Happiness” round table, and
during our field trip, we visited Nakanoshima Cross, Osaka’ s industrial hub for advanced
medical care. There, we learned in particular about industry—academia collaboration and
science communication in medical research and product development, including areas such as
iPS cells. I believe that Japan® s strength lies in its earnest approach to knowledge creation.
Still, its weaknesses include insufficient collaboration between research institutions and
companies, as well as limited economic resources to bring innovations to market quickly.
Therefore, I felt that Japan should more actively incorporate the American style of
development by having people who have acquired biodesign expertise from Silicon Valley
take the lead. In this way, combining the strengths of both Japan and the US through
exchanges between the two countries can be extremely meaningful for future progress. In my
round table, I have been deepening my understanding of science communication. At Expo
2025 in Osaka, I was deeply moved by the scale of current global technological capabilities,
such as the American space development and the cardiac muscle sheets made from iPS cells
already in use for human patients. However, I also felt that some of the information seemed
outdated, perhaps because the exhibition had been planned many years in advance. Although
it is not ideal to display the latest ongoing research throughout the six-month Expo
continuously, I believe that each exhibitor has a responsibility to provide updated
explanations. On the other hand, I believe it is incredibly invaluable to provide opportunities
for people to access new information and view science and technology as an integral part of
entertainment. Despite the severe summer heat, I believe it is a place that everyone should
visit.
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On August 8th, the delegates traveled to Amakusa to begin their homestay program.
Anticipation was high as the delegates and the host families entered the gymnasium inside
Amakusa's local library to meet for the first time and for the homestay welcome ceremony.
Many of the host families had children of younger ages, who were running around and
giggling with excitement. The delegates met their host families and exchanged greetings until
the ceremony began. The ceremony opened with a speech by Mayu, the Japanese chair. She
expressed her gratitude to the people of Amakusa on behalf of all of the delegates, and
emphasized how none of the homestay program would have been possible without their help.
Next, the deputy mayor of Amakusa gave his speech on his hopes for what the Amakusa
homestay program would bring to both the delegates of JASC77 and also the host families.
After the executive committee of the Kumamoto site briefly introduced themselves, Mayu
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took the stage to explain the "Amakusa Mission" to us. The delegates were given the task to
take photos with their host families, interview locals, and reflect on their activities.
Afterwards, the delegates left with their hosts to begin their homestay adventures.
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The Kumamoto site was made possible through the tremendous efforts of local
governments, companies, and community members, and it ultimately became a highly
successful program. Many participants from the U.S. side described it as the most
memorable period of this summer.

As soon as we arrived in Kumamoto, we were warmly welcomed by local university
students. Throughout the program, we had the opportunity to participate in a wide range of
learning activities, including visits to earthquake memorial sites related to the Kumamoto
Earthquake, experiences in Kumamoto’ s rich natural environment, peace studies sessions
where we learned directly from atomic bomb survivors, and a visit to Kikuyo Town to deepen
our understanding of the semiconductor industry. Through these experiences, we were able
to gain a deep appreciation for Kumamoto Prefecture’ s unique appeal, its remarkable
recovery, and the ongoing efforts of its people.

The highlight of the program was undoubtedly the homestay in Amakusa City.
Participating in local festivals with community members and enjoying home-cooked Japanese
meals provided participants with truly unforgettable experiences. We cannot express enough
gratitude to the host families who welcomed us so warmly into their homes.

At the conclusion of the program, we were seen off by Kumamon, the beloved local
mascot, which left us with a lasting impression of the warmth of the people of Kumamoto
and the charm of the region. We are deeply grateful for all the experiences and learning
opportunities this site provided.
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On August 16th, JASCers participated in a panel discussion on the current state and future
of LGBTQ+ rights and visibility in Japan. The seminar highlighted the contrast between
growing social awareness, both domestically and internationally, and persistent legal and
political stagnation. While public support for same-sex marriage in Japan is now higher than
in the United States, same-sex couples in Japan remain without basic legal protections. From
hospital visitation rights to the ability to make decisions on a partner’ s behalf, many rights
considered fundamental for couples remain inaccessible to same-sex partners. Moreover,
same-sex marriage continues to be framed as “unconstitutional,” despite multiple high court
rulings suggesting otherwise. Our esteemed panelists, including politicians, lawyers,
academics, and activists, emphasized how the institutional inertia led by binding party votes
and general lack of understanding within the Diet continues to slow down meaningful societal
reform. At the same time, our panelists acknowledged a significant increase in public
awareness over the past decade. Concepts such as non-binary identity are now more widely
understood, particularly among university students. This shift has been supported by media
representation, social media, and the establishment of LGBTQ+ centers and guidelines at
many universities, companies, and other institutions. However, the panelists emphasized that
visibility alone does not suffice without necessary legal protections. The 2023 Act for LGBTQ
promotion, which does not prohibit discrimination, exemplifies such insufficiencies. As
political leadership remains cautious, the panel discussion repeatedly returned to the
importance of grassroots action. Young people, who show overwhelming support for
LGBTQ+ rights, were encouraged to vote, monitor politicians’ actions after they are elected,
and engage in everyday advocacy (whether it be through participating in student
organizations, suggesting inclusive guidelines, or simply recognizing the presence of
LGBTQ+ people in every community). This seminar was a significant and hopeful point of
realization that, although significant challenges still remain, positive change can be achieved
from small but sustained actions.

FRRHOR AR TA20R 3 48 iy 74 7 b Y Tl T

17HH (8A17H) 7Y-74

AREEPOREZED TV —FT A4 13, HRITOFAEILE > TRBILEA b D L o7z, HA
DG - #BP - LR LTHH A4 P ~HERL T LTV ERERFELL 1T H
ikot:s oot MBIRERETL = 7y 7528 HAH,. VILyadhlk
HLiotz,
<SR >

s, mEBEO7Y) =74, ZOWMEETR. RORELLZT7Y —FT4 TORFOHMH %
AHETHAELEIEES, 05D b, FAIERDTI AL 2EALZDE, HNOHAN 2 H
BHIAEHM I —A Ll E LT, COBRIERPREFTITHRDODO L ZTHLE 0, KE. i,
... BAUNEKO—H2HboTEd, SHETATVICFN Vo EEKRL S TEMN2iky»
T, HETATIVDOSME R, JORKEDFIIGH=TI7 - AL 2AXTV S L), &
LIEFADEANT MmO 2l 5 O LEEY ., IBEP C $ 5 LHF Y LOHGRICEORN
B AL, A EID-OREEEmT — A2, B2 UIEFHOMA ML —MET, EMNKO
WKACFEHAKD,. | BEABREL. 747 Y Offib TOh my gosh] & —F., AL
FOFNI /S, ZUTHEHA LVEEOR2HE S, 2 ORORIIBFI2HEE L, Enefr
52t Jasc DEEMIETH A3, 7-723EKL S AT AR S RFEWHRRITH O, ALV
M HPER R D A BELIFRITH - 72,

R RZEREDE A K — Y FEAER A R — Y BEAEB 4R I Kl

5577 MIFCR R ok & 111



BIE Aok

i

<SR >
7Y TANTHZPAY, L Beiiht, RO, HNTHERERHL WL OIRP L WKL
ol BRIUL/ BAVIOL 7 A0BRRONLBMICA- T, Fifif s 7 A3 E THREKL
ot BER., SMOWICEE L, RETHICASL ZLRELALLLTRET Y S -
febd, BATWRARELARNICHEDW., ZOETEHLOTYVBIIANL o2, L
) B TOMKBRIFETH > 7c. RRIBICANL > o 72h3, 6 Aol TH L URRT-2ilEO XK D
LRS-t TRETREATHRL 7GR 2ITY T, 2o LEHBREZH -HELD
FLEFTOUOBEZARRFELLDTHS LU, 7V —FT A4 0@ LAiIC 3 itk vsBin s,
HA2PHINZ b o Tt 57 Y =574 28U T, ditvkc L HRES 5 2 L TE 5 LI&RL
72 BAIHARIEA T AL, HEREFARICHEEL T0 4720, SHoEmtEih: 2L
B CEIYS (. FERP S ot JASC #ilil TTY AT Y bR A TERA Wi eilit s 2
ET. SETHATREZA L, o S WHARRINARZ LS TE 1, HEPHBISL TH
AbHZLOEEWRELILE LI, I LERRPHAEALATL 3L LD TR 12,
BIWORFHAER 6 4 KEF iE

<N A >
COHWE, 7ATFTVEC Y ANTYVRREEZAANTEIFIATRLELE, Dy TIUVD 1 AD
B ICGHE 2 . T TN T, ~HT 1A 2 BAM A KAEFELIKICK O 2 Ui, FAGERRETF»
FFoTuihotkld, BADETTATVOT & —Fl2 BGM 4% LT & L, 58
TS, PEETERPAEREI L., ZOHBAYBIZRORAE 20T, INFARPKS
AGTANDEERR-> T. B2 L TBILELE, 20%. 2 3LOTHERIIH L Y —
POGIATS 2 it b 2 LT, FARPID TTL R, T @&hogayigicinTtueTe T
bEHL Loz T, B2 THOEZ S IEWIEL O 2 L RS THLICES Tw
39, FRlC. SRIOKDONA 74 M. Z2O%IT- 12375 TY, GHEZ 2 TTS i+
NTFVDFB I IRFRICAAAA LTV E L, b EYBUDORAALAALA I T T, 2B
WP EF LD EHDREAOT, AMILHWLRETLU R, 2 AWICSEBI KR
DB EB I oDT, ETHINULoTT, MiDIIEDTHIFARES RN
Thtb 2 L1, JASCIRED T Y —F AW, CAKICHRMIK N 74 7RG TEFT.#ETLT.
SEBORSABIC R 4 E R BEAH

18HH (8A18H) EXRI7F¥F+>97A95L (JRKHE)

FHITRERKT 7074 077055 40U, JR ROt 2RI L THELY ZiReP
Wi, HADIBUIES 2 BTEERONER D O JR LY = 7 PABERE 2 L TR
ABARKIEOOCTERI VTS, FREIABCBRERPN R, 774 F LT 5 —F 4
T 7 RT G2 008 ¢ & TfT» 1o,

<M AR >

WHEES HH W ASHIR IR WL, ERT 77477077618t
KUBRIBRTIF 3R IANL DL S ICEFI S A EFIFFIC, JR WG HREOFEENT LT
REFTHHOKFSPIEERL:, #RPEL T2 FECOWE. JR FHilFOHEEMDILE T
b b, WHFEPERR P EUSEETAHID L L, R T ILPRAEPE, fkfT ¥ — A PRG£S

112 55 77 Wl HR 2R Seidoi o



BT Aok

EWIACHERERLTHD, HRAKOREP KIS KATVA I ER2HIo T, 21-BEED S
DT A HPRPEEBRGHH O BEE 0 HIR I - 12, PURPsfoHW E LT, H—IcHifEr 7
T HIEE TS & O RBIBLSE F A A e [ BRE R OB L — P 2R T4 2 & B IEMEY
EUH BRI D A RATEREPRIET A2 L Th b, BAY A FTiinik
KIOKU  2a—C 7 A THEORA L SO0 THIEZRL D, HARMELE U ARK EDH
ETHHLVETH S, ORI ADoK CRARORELZAE T 4 12D 12 b AL — MR
BHEEZ LIRU T, SHOGRZEL, 427 7% KA ANEPHAERERICE Z 5588
DRISIED TR T,

RRRHR ABUAREF A5 14 (] OF

19HHB (8A19H) 7747 7#x—54L. HBELETVaY

FRIPICT 74 FL T 4 — T LHETO R IT 0, THRICT 74 F LT +—F L %R
Ltze ZHICRBHESBIBEL THBELL T 3 LT, GHERAFEBRTIILOAS
B IEBOLEOTOLAEK L ORI 21T 12,

577 MR SREHE T 113



BIE Aok

o

HITRHKRPERE T7AFNT x—F 4 AR

1 | BHNO%E 55 77 M HER A E S DAMETRAR LRI

2 | ATPREREBEER . e sRakbak H Ol (L5 F)

3 | ATPREREBER i T (R LY RGIBARRbGRE 20l
FIAHI F:fi 5 248 Rl BROE IR Bl e AT S0P TR

5 | KIEM A 4 International Student Conferences, Board Member W. Hunter McDonald
6 | IR FEZEFABERE &R BIIFH K RE

7 (FEHAT A Y B KEERE EERREEREE Aaron D. Snipe Kk S

UrktasE®k - HEoE]

Aiaz=kr—2a0bbli
BlFEefli & fad

THA L EAT 4 TIET HES
8 | 4 FAEEHIRIC 3T 5 HESBGR
B4 ) R—3 3 U L HEANE
gLt - ke

I DR OREE - FRIA

o~

9 | 7 VAREKRE HAMINRE KiFE (BMS), KEJIFCE Eleanor Meunier (MENTION)
10 | P& 55 77 [l HR 224 233k REM 94T E R Sam Helman

<M &R >

8H19H, 774+ 17 x—75 L,

FTotHDILDEHWEU TV ZOHY L I LIdint:, EEREPRHIC, Rikb
BB O RGBT EINT, 3 Hb Okt T & 72 JASC77 OIGHIOERKRPMA T2, &
SEHES O 3BEBIMELFE LAV, FEF LU TILBRPRET LI H D, ABHKERIR
E2ELS. 04 » oD BSERTHEKL 72, 20 3HEH. LooFla s FHHLED
h TRE»o722A5, HAHGHSG L EREL, SHEOECPHARIOLSELMU LI &
MR L, B HAI. AnORERPZEDTE LRI ETAHEER LY. ZDWHL SICH
PHIJEF VT TN AME—, 2TOBBEVHTPZAID ., RROSHEL 3 HEB O 28 L
THivhl b DKot LTV a L ICBEMERO STHR2HO, KD TIZOHICTR L
EDHEAR TR 2. DGGERIERIH L ZZH TR TV,

AFBIR AR D, AR L CEPAVADREY., BbasahTIhE TR
ELWUELLAEILK 720, RUAND 0 BILK 7205, 20 3. %< tad H
FOMPITRAVAA, ZTIED 57120 TH—#H7 - 72, “Life Changing Experience” & (32 5
VI ZELEIRICEDL, 2 2ICHAELILLENRE RN IO I A0 OHSRET
bbb,

8H19H, BhAZ DKL 2D AL—b LT,

INBREBEER AT KRBT

114 55 77 Il HR 2R Seidlie i o



20HH (8A 20H) & 78 EIXR{TEREE. h53AT

FRiD OIEBRAICBEI L. HR& 4L TH 78 MIFETRE RIS 2385 R L 72, #EEH
BRIBEIL, AT =T 14 —RHELATL,

< BMH AR >

978 MIHR R EAKOEITRARERT A EC EEVfTbhill, Z20RBEATH S
Fricmb e, BTGP iITbh i Lz, AREREBEOEE VD 2L TREZIZAZTHOD
BEE A2 LA 2 LTz,

EC /& T HAMNG 14 ADSSfEiL,. 7 A Y HHE 5 AHialiL 2 Lz, FARHAMO
R LR L Th b AL, VEAMEZ N ZNd JASC NV B AN H A L5 2
Lo 3D L Ebo T3 L, ML S AMIRBEOERL/RT L L H IS, 45 78 BHK
PELEPRINIE N TLNAE I LR 02Ol T 27, BELMIEICH JASC ToOR
Bt RIEL b L Ty d vt B §,

T7A4FNT =T L%%EAT. COHFVEBIETIHEVGRG I E L, REK A
Ca— LT I3HEBEIIEITE LD, TRTRHVZETLEDOE L EIIPLRET A LI
b L7,

ZO®BIF TV =24 LTTFVRENTFhORB @B LE L, RIHATY LT A Y AT
VEDET 10 ABAETEEIRHEA I ATIT3 2 L B mo0 T a & v ) BRI
BMonidyo b, REORRBZREICELIBEBIZTI LTI E L.

WHBFAR P EM T AR ELR 4 4 B 2

577 MR SREHE T 115



21 HH (8A21H) MM

BHEIOMBUSHT TNy F o T kT otz, TAT Y BANATRHZEEN, Py 7Y 1@
ThEhhgicovr,

<SMF R >

TERNC D AREFZROREH, 3 EBHECRLLLLAIOK o2 2 AEAETIHE -
PEREA Y By i@l ERAER L2 —T, SERTATV LA »THREDH WA
Tz,

HBEOLHNEEDIPDHA LI, ZO»UBADOK VA D R AR &0 K&
DOOHPWA LI ELTV T, ZOHOWMIIZN E TRELU Ko 2&b b L) BlFEARESE
KEAL, FITREAND, SMEANDOEHPHAMNOB O PHIc, 7 A 7Y % B HZE#EAGE RN
ADHMETHZ0OmREE TR, TATUNBHIELEL L 30ME LBELH - 0EREIR
BEHEEN A9, WMol TZOTXRTORMZ L bIZL, MR VAR TRD { HXK
DOEBEPEDORIGELEL &, ERGOZI TRV DO INTZHWEELE I O VI EHE T
WHDThotd, BHEICHATIHE - - ZHMOALZE. ZOFTXTORHRK%Z & & 12 L7
Bl EZD3H b 03 H . 224 L 0 WEL I TORR BRI IB AL PRI TH S &
DEHPHEZ ST T, HIIELCTHARI 2 TROY2MWA, 2RV —HIZAT A
AP SHH A Do 0Y, ZOEICHTRU L Cilifasl, BHibAeiin. Lome
FEOTRHALZ LD, ZNMBEEEHOLOK LI TEHDZINTNDNEDRE LK AEAS, K
DT DT T LFADT A% ZA2ATEko Lo Tz, Once a JASCer. Always
aJASCer & 9 SERMIZ JASCT7T ZMBERZFNZTNOHFEANLE > TV LD TR VA
VRN

BRRH R ABORREF A5 34 71 Bl

116 55 77 Ml HR 2R Seidi i o



RRYA hEIRDIE>T
< REAE >

As the plane touched down in Tokyo, a wave of sadness washed over me. The realization
that we are now nearing the end of JASC 77 hit so much harder than I had initially expected.
While the past two weeks had passed in a blink of an eye, I still could not contain my
excitement for the final week ahead. In truth, I had such a strong feeling of attachment to
this conference and its people to the point where, from the bottom of my heart, I did not
want it to end. These two weeks had already reshaped how I see the country I call home, and
I couldn’ t wait to see how a single week in Tokyo might change the way I view my own
hometown.

As a delegate on the Means and Meanings of Communication Roundtable, our discussion
had primarily focused on the differences and similarities in communication between Japan
and the United States. In other words, much of our discussion in the conference was mainly
about soft power and grassroots perspectives. However, throughout the programming in
Tokyo, our conversations evolved from discussing soft power to addressing the significance of
hard-power, particularly in the realms of economic and national security.

On the other hand, I would also like to note some negative experiences in Tokyo. I heard
some voices of delegates who did not feel comfortable taking part in the LGBTQ program
because they feared other delegates may overstep and ask questions that were too personal.
Although leaving the program was an option, some felt like leaving would cause unwanted
speculations. While the public awareness for LGBTQ rights have significantly grown in
Japan, I still felt as if the American delegates were skeptical of how accepting the Japanese
society is towards sexual minorities. As a Japanese student, I sympathized with them, because
there is inherent homophobia and lack of concern for the LGBTQ society in Japan. While
JASC should be a place for honest dialogues even at times when it is difficult, having
programs where some may feel personally uncomfortable should have been avoided. I do not
glorify this experience, but I was able to gain a new perspective on Japanese society and
engage in personal discussions outside of programming.

In Tokyo, what stuck with me the most was when Ambassador Fujisaki said that “mutual
trust” is the most important in Japan-US relationship. Looking back, the Japadeles and
Amedeles had troubles understanding each other at times, often caused by cultural difference
or language barrier. There were many times when I disagreed with other delegates — but
those discussions until late night and even just experiencing something together, as well as
the late night konbini runs, karaoke nights, teaching each other about our background and
slangs from respective countries — is everything that fostered friendships that will last
forever. And when we work in the frontlines of Japan-US relationships, our bilateral
relationship would be stronger than ever because we were friends.

On day 7, we had an EC election. I decided to run for EC because I wanted to be a part of
this conference for another year. I was truly passionate to make JASC78 as life-changing as
JASC77 was for me. At the end, I was very moved by the fact that my fellow delegates
trusted me to run the next conference, and as chair, I will commit my best for another year.

When it was time to say goodbye to the American delegates, I had a very mixed emotion.
Some of the delegates were crying. After lots of pictures, hugs, and goodbyes, I stood there
numb. I felt proud, sad, happy, empty, nervous... I was overwhelmed. The three weeks truly
felt like a dream, yet at that moment it also felt like a new journey had just begun. Walking
through Orisen, I could confidently say that I was no longer the same person who had first
arrived there. But one thing will always remain unchanged: I have always loved, and will
always love, JASC more than anything I have ever done in my life.
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A topic that left a deep impression on me during the RT was our discussion on the role of
utilitarianism in the advancement of technology. This was a very eye-opening topic for me.
Going into the conversation, I had not realized just how deeply rooted utilitarian thinking
was in quite a handful of modern technological progress. Prior to this discussion, I had often
considered the risks of certain technologies and their innovation, however, I had rarely
considered who it benefits and at what cost. We focused our discussion on a simple yet
compelling question: “Is it acceptable to sacrifice the wellbeing of the few for the sake of the
greater good of the many?” To explore this, we turned to multiple case studies. One case
study that we investigated was modern automobiles. For example, the development of the car
is often viewed as a significant and game-changing technological advancement. Still, some
people would even call it a "deal with the devil": while cars brought speed, efficiency, and
accessibility, they also introduced an influx of traffic-related injuries and fatalities. From a
utilitarian perspective, the drawbacks of cars may be justified in the sense that the benefits to
the many outweigh the harms to the few. However, from a deeper, emotional standpoint, this
framing leaves many people feeling uncomfortable. Such a discussion raised the question of
consent, in the sense of whether the public is truly aware of and able to accept the tradeofts
and sacrifices that follow technological progress. While this particular conversation did not
reach a definitive conclusion, it was the one that inspired our topic for the main conference:
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How should Japan and the U.S. ethically communicate emerging technologies to the public,
in a manner that allows for informed consent on the benefits and drawbacks?
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Upholding Dignity: Bilateral harmony through respectful dialogue



